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within that jurisdiction, the election is vitiated; 
but that in a case like this, where all the loyal 
voters who can do so vote for a man of their own 
Union sentiments, the presumption is that the 
remainder of the loyal voters, if they had been 
enabled to, would have voted for himyor for some 
man who entertained the same sentiments. That 
is my position. 

Mr. DAWES. The latter part of my friend’s 
remarks was what he stated in a different con- 
nection. The gentleman in his restatement of it 
states my proposition, which is, that wherea man, 
by fraud or force or from any cause whatever, is 
imposed upon a constituency—I use the word im- 


posed in no offensive sense—wherever a man, by | 
fraud or violence from any quarter, is imposed | 


upon a constituency, or, in other words, where 
the number of men who have expressed their 
voices in the form of ballots is reduced to ten, then 
comes up the question—and I understand that 
my friend admits it if that case arises—whether 
it is not our duty to keep the seat vacant. It is 


our duty to keep the seat vacant from any such | 


imposition as that. Therefore itis our duty to 
look into the district and see what was the reason 
there were so very few votes. Does any one 
doubt what the reason was? , Why did the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Fessenpen] assert that 
the incumbent took his life in his hand, and that 
these ten men took theirlivesintheirhands? Why 


did the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Rippie] talk | 
about the shaking of the solid earth under their | 


feet as they went up to the polls?) What did he 
mean when he said that armed men stood around 
hogan kept Union men from voting? What 


was ail that for, except to show that fraud and | 


violence were used to prevent the Union voters 
from saying who they wanted to represent them 
inthis seat? It could not have been for any other 
reason. 

Now, my friend will excuse me if I say he laid 
down propositions here a moment ago, and when 
they were met by the facts of this case he crept 
around them by stating that he hoped I would be 
able to show in the few remarks i might be dis- 
posed to make, that there were more than ten 


loyal voters in that district, saying that he did not | 
culties in his own | 


know, and that he found di 
mind—that mind which isa legal one and an acute 


one, as well as an honest one—in coming to the | 


conclusion which his remarks indicated he was 
disposed to come to, provided the fact should turn 
out to be that there were other Union men resid- 


ing in that district ready to vote. The moment | 
the fact was brought to his attention not ouly that | 


there were other Union men in that district, but 
that sixty of them stood around that poll ready to 


vote, but were prevented by armed force, my friend | 


says he honors the ten more than the sixty. Well, 
I honor the ten more than [ do the sixty. I honor 
a man’s courage anywhere; but that is not the 
question. The question is, shall the fraud and 
force which prevented these sixty men from show- 


ing whom they were in favor of for member of | 


Congress have force and vitality given to them at 


our hands in the action which we take this day | 


upon this case? The difficulties which come up 
to my friend’s mind will find enlargement when 
he comes to look further into this district, and 
when he sees not only sixty but hundreds of good 
and loyal men coming up every day as our Army 
strikes the shackles off these loyal men, to vindi- 


cate their wishes and express their voice in refer- | 
ence to their representation here, which, by the | 


armed force on the 23d day of May they were 
utterly prevented from expressing. 

I agree with my friend, that no more important 
i than this, connected vitally, as itis, with 


ie restoration of this Union, has come before this | 


House. We talk a great deal about the right, the 
sacred right, of representation. 
mean? Itis nota merely formal question. I want 
to know what we mean here by preserving the 


rightof representation? Is it merely securing the | 


What does it | 


press a choice as to who shall occupy that seat; | 
and it is that I desire to guard and protect. It is || 
that I desire to hold out to the returning reason || 
and loyalty of those districts. I do not wantthem ) 


has been, by our votes, permitted to occupy the 
seat which they alone have the right to fill by their 
choice. I desire to cherish and nourish this Union || 
sentiment in all these districts, coming, as it will, || 
in the rear of our armies, though feeble at first. 
That sentiment is to be nursed by no other pro- || 
cess than by holding out to the Union men the || 
assurance that they shall have the first opportu- | 
nity that our arms can give them, of a free, full, || 
and fair choice of the men to represent their sen- || 





floor. That is what I understand by protecting || 
the right of representation in these districts. And 


resentation, that it is mocking the Unton voters 


the first man who can reach the Hall of the House || 
of Representatives with a hatful of votes shall | 
be planted in the seat which it is their inalienable 
|| right, and theirs alone, to fill. 


secession and rebellion had subverted the consti- 
tuted authorities of Virginia; when every office- || 
| holder in that State had bowed the knee to rebel- 
lion; when the pains and penalties of treason were 
held over every one of them, so that not one of || 
them dared to perform the duties and functions || 
of a loyal officer; when this whole district itself || 
was in utter rebellion, so that the entire expres- 
sion amounted only to the asserting, viva voce, in 
a side and unobserved manner, by ten men, their 
choice for a Representative on this floor; if we are 
to say by our vote here that this seat shall be held 
for the remainder of this Congress by him who 
now fills it, we close the avenue to representation 
of these loyal voters. 
Sir, | have heard the argument addressed to | 
this Housein behalf of this incumbent, rather than 
in behalf of the voters of his district, that he has | 
made sacrifices for the cause of the Union; and | 
that he has kept the flag waving over his house 
while all others were taken down. Permit me to 
say that, while I honor all those traits and qual- | 
ities of this incumbent, I have yet to learn that it | 
is by that test that we are to decide whether he is 
the choice of the voters of that district. I heard 
it urged a moment ago, right under my own ears, | 
that members should vote for the incumbent be- | 
cause he was poor, because he had suffered losses 
in the cause of the Union. 
Now, sir, so far as my personal relations to this | 
incumbent are concerned, I am happy to believe | 
that in very many peepee his political opinions 
harmonize with mine; but I never for one moment | 
have thought that that should be a consideration | 
with me; least of all, that I should make the osten- 
tatious display of that fact a reason why I should 
vote for him. I feel that there is bound up in this 





| 





as an inducement to these districts, as one afte: 
another they fall in the rear of the onward tread 
of our armies, to come back here in fellowship 
with us to discharge each the functions assigned | 
to them by the Constitution and the laws. 

Yetit is urged upon us here to disregard all the 
provisions of law; to disregard all the facts in this 
| ease. While this man can find but ten men to 
express their wishes for him, hundreds of men 
have exhibited in another way their desire for 
somebody else, and yet it is urged upon us that 
we must.make haste in this matter, and that we 
must stop these hundreds of men, during the re- 
mainder of this Congress, from any participation 
in our proceedings here, through their Represent- 
ative. I simply put it to the House: shall we 
elect men to represent these several congressional 
districts? Shall we, if -we do not elect ourselves, 
say to. them that the first man that comes here 
shall have the seat? Or shall we rather say to 





ee 


incumbent a seat, without regard to the wishes of || these men, ‘‘as soon as,in the providence of God, 
the men he assumes to represent? The right of || the armies of the Union shall deliver you from . ( 
representation I understand to be the right to ex- || bondage, you shall have the opportunity of ex- |! osition which I have read to the House, that the 


question all that we can hold out from this Hall, || 


pressing your choice, and of sending your Rep- 
rentatives here to speak for you.” 

These are considerations which weigh upon my 
mind. They may not be deserving of weight in 


, to know and feel that the first man who comes here | the minds of others; but, for me, I cannot justify 
| 


myself in studying out methods to stifle repre- 


| sentation. I have sought, in the experience I 


have had in matters of contested elections, to give 
effect to the voice and the choice of the people. 
Some doctrines have been announced in this dis- 
cussion which, if I thought they could obtain 
here, I should think it incumbent upon me to 
strive to answer. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
tippLe] yesterday announced this doctrine: 
“The effect of the administration of the oath upon this 


timents, their opinions, and their policy upon this || gentleman was to make him conclusively and bona fide as 


much a member of this House as any gentleman who occu 


| pies a seat init, and,in my judgment, he can only be gotrid 
1] F YJ ) 


| of by the same means as other members can be excluded, 


[ understand that it is strangling the right of rep- || by expulsion.” 


Mr. SHEFFIELD. I wish to ask the gentle- 


of every one of these districts, to say to them that || man from Massachusetts whether there was any 


evidence before the committee that no polls were 
opened in any other precincts in this district? 
Mr. DAWES. There was no such evidence 


| before the committee. There was no evidence 
That prineiple is involved in thig case. When |) but what other polls were opened and other parties 
| voted for, and another person chosen, for aught 


we know. ad 
Mr. NOELL. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, | desire to put a ques- 


tion to him. I would ask the gentleman what 
power in this country is required by the Consti- 


| tution of the United States to suppress rebellion 


| and to preserve to the people of the several con- 
| gressional districts the privilege of exercising the 
| elective franchise? Is it not the Federal Govern- 
ment? And ifso, then, upon what principle, if the 
| Federal Government fails or is unable to protect 
| the whole people in the exercise of this privilege, 
| can this Congress, a department of the Govern- 
| ment, refuse those who do exercise that privilege 
| a Representative upon this floor, because the Gov- 


4] ernment fails or is unable to extend the same 


| protection to the rest of the loyal citizens of the 
district? 


‘|| Mr. DAWES. Itis the duty of the Federal 


| Government to insure to each one of these dis- 
tricts, as it is to each State at large, a republican 

| form of government and representation. 

| Mr. NOELL. And to suppress rebellion. 

|. Mr. DAWES. And to suppress rebellion. It 

| is their duty to drive the rebels out of the district 

| as fast as they can. It is not their duty to drive 


|| them out any faster than they can. [Laughter.] 


| It is their duty to drive them out just as fast as 

| they can, and the moment they are driven out of 
| the district, the district will have an opportunity 
| to elect a Representative. 


| 
} 


| Mr. NOELL. The gentleman does not seem 

to catch the peint of my interrogatory. It is this: 

if the Government fails or is unable, for the time 
| being, to protect the loyal citizens of the whole 
| district from the effects of this rebellion, then upon 
| what principle can we, as one of the departments 
| of the Government, refuse the loyal men who do 
| exercise this privilege the right of representation 
| here because the rest of the loyal men have not 
| had the opportunity? 


|| Mr. DAWES. I suppose my friend does not 


‘| mean that because armed rebellion succeeds for a 
| time in preventing men from exercising a choice, 
therefore we should prevent them from doing so 
for the rest of the congressional term by filling 
| up the place. I suppose he does not mean that. 
| We have got to do the best we can. We are not 
called upon to do more than that; and our first 
duty is to give these men a free and unrestricted 
/ exercise of the elective franchise, That is the 
| duty incumbent upon the Government, and it is 
no means to that end to fill the seat so as to pre- 
vent them from doing it when we shall have suc- 
ceeded in relieving them by the suppression of the 
rebellion. 
But, Mr. Speaker, I was going to apologize to 
| the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Ripp1e,] who has 
| disappeared, for not attempting to argue the prop- 
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mere fact that this man was admitted to the seat 
and took the oath of office 
the owner in fee-simpl 
could not exclude him except by 
l had any idea that ai y mel i! f the House, 
except the disting ished gentieman from Ohio, 
had made that discove ry orm iintained that doc- 
trine, I should atti mpt to refute it, 
much embarrass the ¢ 


made him conclusively 


committee of Elections, be- 
sted case one man is outside 
the House and the other man inside, and if the 
man inside has an indefeasible right, the man out- 


cause in every cout 


it would very | 


of that seat, and that we }) 
expulsion, If 


Duell, Fessenden, Fisher, Frank, Goodwin, Granger, Gri- 


Charlies W. Walton, Ward, Whatey, Albert 8. White, 
Wickliffe, Windom, and Wright—5S0. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Ancona, Ashley, Baker, Baxter, 


Beaman, Biddle, Samuel 8S. Blair, Blake, George H. 


| Browne, Buffinton, Chamberlin, Clements, Frederick A. 


| Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 


side i . of course, if I may use the expression, 


*agoner.’’ (Laughter.] If thatisthe rule which 
is to prevail in such cases, it is time that the com- 
mittee understood it from the House, and | pray 
a vote of the House on some resolution of the 
gentleman from Ohio expressive of that doctrine. 

The beautiful, delicate, chaste figure of speech 


with whieh the gentleman closed his remarks of 
yesterday touching the reportof the committee of 


course I have nothing to-do with. I shall notdis- 
turb himin it. We are sometimes accused of using 
far-fetched figures of speech; but it is due to the 
gentleman from Ohio to say that that criticism w ill 
not apply to him, for he seemed perfectly at home 
with this figure of speech to which he seemed to 
have clung with a great deal of relish and delight. 
And with that, I will pass over the gentleman’s 
remarks, if he will pardon me. 

Now,Mr. Speaker, stripped of all technicalities, 
the facts of the case are, that ten men, on the legal 
day, did cast their votes for the incumbent, but 
not according to law, and that force and violence 
prevented anybody else in thre district from exer- 
cising the elective franchise, This man, then, can- 
not claim to have been elected according to law; 
but he claims that we shall give effect to the voice 
of the people. And how do¥s he propose to do it? 
He proposes to stifle the voice of the people. He 
claims that we shall not speak under the 
law, but rise above them, and protect the sacred 
right of representation. And how does he pro- 
pose that we shall do it? By enacting here by our 
votes that there shall be no representation. Sir, I 
eannot think that this House will make a prece- 
dent here, in the face of the fifty or more districts 
unrepresented in this House, that the first man 
who reaches here from an unrepresented district 
with a subscription paper in his pocket can take 
his seat and clos: 


80, I think we 


the door ag 
had better stop talking about en- 
couraging the Union sentiment in these districts. 

Sir, like my colleague, [Mr. DeLano,] I, as one 
of the Representatives from Massachusetts, have 
no hope that we shall ever see 
as it was before, unless | see Re 


this Union again 
presentatives com- 
ing here under the sanctions of law, and baptized 
in the assurance of the choice of the free electors 
of their districts. If any other member of this 
House desires to give men seats upon this floor 
by any other title than that, 1 cannot vote with 
him. I vote to sustain this report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, because, in so doing, I vote 
a declaration here to the people ef this district, 
and of all others, that whenever the fetters fall 


from their hands, they shall havea right to choose | 
the men who shall occupy seats here as their Rep- | 


resentatives. I now move the previous question, 
Mr. BINGYIAM. I hope the gentleman will 
not insist on that. 1 should like to address the 
House about thirty minutes. 
Mr. DAWES. I would be very glad to with- 


draw it, but the argument in this case has been | 
very much extended. L waited to see if any other || 
gentleman desired the floor before I took it. “Thave | 
submitted these remarks, and I must insist on | 


the previous queshion, according tomy agreement 
with the gentleman from Ohio, |Mr. Worcester, } 
who has charge of the case. 


The previous a was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 


The question was first taken on Mr. Rippie’s | 


amendment to the resolution reported from the 
Committee of Elections, to strike out the word 
*6 not,” 
entitled to his seat. 

Mr. RIDDLE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 50, nays 73; as follows: 

YEBAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Joseph Baily, Bingham, 
Franeis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, William G. Brown, Camp- 


forms of 


ainst all comers. If 


so that it would read that Mr. Upton is | 


Conkling, Cox, Crisfield, Dawes, Delaplaine, Dunlap, 
Eliot, Ely, English, Gurley, 
Hale, Harding, Holman, Hutchins, Johnson, Kelley, Lan- 
sing, Leary, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, 
May, Menzies, Mitchell, Moorhead, Justin 8S. Morrill, Nu 
gen, Olin, Patton, Pendleton, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, 
Robinson, Sargent, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Shiel, John 


Steele, William G. Steele, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, | 


Francis Thomas, Trowbridge, Van Vaikenburgh, Verree, 
Vibbard, Wallace, E. P 
Wilson, Wood, Woodruff, and Worcester—73. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

During the vote, 

Mr. KELLEY stated that Mr. Hickman was 
detained from the House by sickness. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, (not being within 
the bar when his name was called,) asked leave 


| to vote. 


| in this House 


e\} 


Mr. STEVENS objected. 

The question recurred on the resolution reported 
by the Committee of Elections, as follows: 

Resolved, That Charles H. Upton is not entitled to a seat 
as a Representative of the seventh congres- 
sional district of Virginia. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopt d. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 
one of their clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses upon the bill entitled ** An act making 
appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 
Government for the year ending 30th June, 1863, 


| and additional appropriations for the year ending 
| 30th June, 1862.”” 





IIOMESTEAD BILL. 
The SPEAKER announced the business next 


I} 
der, Haight, Hanchett, Harrison, Hooper, Horton, Francis | 
W. Kellogg, Knapp, Lehman, Mallory, Maynard, Noell, | 
Potter, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Richard- | 
son, Riddle, Sedgwick, Sloan, Smith, Stratton, Train, | 


Walton, Washburne, Webster, | 


7 


aeons 


in order to be the consideration of the homestead | 


bill as a special order, on which the gentleman 


| from Indiana [Mr. Hotmay] was entitled to the 
| floor. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to postpone the con- 
sideration of that subject till to-morrow. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
order fixed for to-morrow. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘That makes no difference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. DAWES, from the Committee of Elec- 


| tions, reported the following resolutions; which 


were ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, That John Kline is not entitled to aseat in this 
House as a Representative in the Thirty-Seventh Congress 
from the third congressional district in Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That John P. Verree is entitled to the seatnow 
occupied by him as a Representative in the Thirty-Seventh 
Congress from the third congressional district in Pennsyl- 
vania. 


INVESTIGATIONS AT 8ST. LOUIS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, from the special commit- 


tee on Government contracts, reported the follow- | 
| ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed tocom- 
municate to this House the report and correspondence of 
the commission at St. Louis, consisting of David Davis, 
Joseph Holt, and Hugh Campbell, and the report and cor- 
respondence of the attorney of said commission. 


Mr. WASHBURNE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

INDIAN AGENT'S REPORTS. 

Mr. POTTER offered the following resolution; 

which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretafy of the Interior be requested 
to transmit to this House copies of the reports made to the 
sald Department between,May 1, 1861, and August of the 
sume year, by Augustus Watts, Esq., special Indian agent 


bell, Colfax, Cravens, Critenden, Cutter, Davis, Delano, || to visit the Sacs and Foxes, the Kansas, Chippewa, Ot- 


There is a special | 
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tawa, Delaware, and Osage tribes of Indians; also the in. 
respondence on file in the Indian bureau between the Do. 
partment and Mr. George M. Day, in regard to the India 
superintendencies. an 

And then, on motion of Mr. BLAIR, of Vj-. 
ginia, (at half past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 28, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunperrayp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented the petition of W, 
N.Wood, praying relief for Olivin Spencer Wood 
late temporary naval storekeeper at St. Pau! de 
Loando; which was referred to the Committee oy 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HOWARD presented the petition of R. 
Shelden and others, citizens of Michigan, praying 
that a military road be established from the copper 
region of Lake Superior to connect with the nearest 
railway station at Appleton, Wisconsin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Addison, New York, in which they set forth 
that by the act of the slave power in rebelling 
we have all of us been released from every ob}i- 
gation to tolerate any longer its existence among 
us, and praying for the adoption of such measures 
by Congress as will insure emancipation; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented thé petition of 
Eugene E. 'T. Smath, praying for an increase of 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Michigan, praying forthe establishment of a Gov- 
ernment naval depot at the most suitable point on 
the Saginaw river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RICE presented a petition of G. F. @erry 
& Co., M. W. Galt & Brother, Joseph T. K. 


| Plant & Co., E. M. Linthicum & Co., John L. 


Kidwell, and others, citizens of the District of 
Columbia, praying that the banks of the District 
may be authorized to issue small notes; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
Charles Henry Foster, praying for the passage of 
a law enabling the electors of the second congres- 
sional district of North Carolina to choose a Rep- 
resentative of the second district to the House of 
Representatives of the United States, under the au- 
thority conferred upon Congress in article one, 
section four, of the Constitution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Marble Nash 
Taylor, praying for the passage of a law enabling 
the electors of the second congressional district of 
North Carolina to choose a Representative to the 
House of Representatives of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. McDOUGALL presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of California, in favor of a semi- 
monthly mail, by sea, from San Francisco to Cres- 
cent City, in that State; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRIMES presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of lowa, in favor of an order that the 
lowa third and seventh regiments of infantry be 
authorized to bear upon their respective colors the 
words ‘* Blue Mills” and ‘* Belmont,” in letters 
of gold, that they may bear a similar badge ot 
honor with the lowa first regiment; which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 


sions, to whom were referred the petition of Isaac 
Vanderpoel and the bill (S. No. 127) for the re- 
lief of Isaac Vanderpoel, asked to be discharged 
from their further consideration, and that they be 
referred to the Committee on Claims; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 214) prohibiting the 
allowance of certain claims for pensions, reported 
it without amendment. 
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Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


for the flag of my country, I have heretofore re- 


Relations, to whom was referred the message of | frained from entering into the question which was 


the President of the United States, transmitting 
a copy of the special treaty between the United 
States and his Majesty the King of Hanover, for 
the abolition of the Stadt dues, have had the same 
under consideration, and directed me to report a 


billto carry into effect the stipulations of the treaty. | 


I presenta letter from the Secretary of State, ad- 
dressed to our minister at Berlin, relating to this 
question, a copy of which has been transmitted 
to the committee by theDepartment of State, which 
I am directed to report to the Senaie, with the re- 
quest that it be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The bill (S. No. 215) to carry into effect the 


stipulations of the treaty with Hanover for the | 


abolition of the Stadt dues, was read, and passed 


to a second reading; and the letter of the Secretary | 


of State was ordered to be printed. 
SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 
Mr.CLARK. [ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to allow me to introduce a bill of which notice 


has not been given, for the sake of having it printed 
merely. Itis a bill which I intend to offer as a 


substitute for the bill reported by the Committee | 


on the District of Columbia for the abolition ot 
slavery. I desire to say that I offer it, not in- 
tending to obstruct, or in any way defeat the bill 


of the committee, but er to present a bill | 
1e 


which will better accomplish t 
them in the undertaking. 

There being no objection, leave was granted to 
introduce the bill (S. No. 216) to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia; and it was read twice 
by its title, and ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morris, Chief Clerk, announced that 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives had 
signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 154) making 


object, and to aid 


appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the | 


Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1863, and additional appropriations for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1862; which thereupon 
received the signature of the Vice President. 


LOYALTY OF MR. STARK. 
Mr. STARK. 


tion: 


Resolved, That the papers relating to the loyalty of Ben- 
JAMIN STARK, a Senator from Oregon, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, with instructions to investigate the charges preferred 
against said Stark on all evidence which has been or may 
be presented, and with power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. HALE. Let it lie over. 

Mr. STARK. I shall detain the Senate for but 
a single moment. I prefer that the resolution 
should not lie over unless the Senator from New 


1 submit the following resolu- 


Hampshire has some particular reason for desir- | 


ing that it should. 
I shall not urge it now. 
Mr. HALE. 


it. [do not want it passed. 


If he proposes to discuss it, 


I'am opposed to the passage of | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If it be objected | 
to, the matter is not open for discussion at this | 


time. 

Mr. STARK. 
tesy of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw my objection, if the 
Senator prefers to have it considered now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The objection 
being withdrawn, the resolution is before the Sen- 
ate, and the question is on agreeing to it. 


Mr. STARK. 


1 refer it entirely to the cour- 


[ do not propose to detain the | 
Senate by any discussion on the resolution at all; | 


but I desire to state that I offer it myself because | 


I would spare any friend of mine what might be 
an ungracious office, and I certainly would not 
permit one who was opposed to me to place him- 
self in such a false position as he might be sup- 
posed to be put in by presenting the resolution; 


and I am anxious, if there is any Senator who pro- | 
poses to be the prosecutor of the charges implied | 


In those papers, that every opportunity may be 
afforded tohim. I protest, however, that in pre- 


senting it myself, I aur not to be considered as | 


volunteering to be the prosecutor of myself. 


L avail myself also of this opportunity to say, | 


moreover, that relying upon my own conscious- 
ness of loyalty and fidelity to the country, and 
yielding to no man in devotion to the Constitution 
and the Union, and in reverence and veneration 


contained in those papers, preferring to stand, as 


| the Senator from’ New York [Mr. Harris] recog- 








nized; upon what I conceive to be my personal 
honor and the rights of my State. I have in my 
resolution given the direction to those papers 
which I prefer they should take, and if any one 
chooses to prosecute the measure any dodthen, I 
shall be only too happy to meet it. 

Mr. HALE. I was far from putting myself in 
the situation of prosecutor in this case, on any 
ground, personal or political. 1 think the Senator 
from Oregon has proof himself that I have no de- 
sire to persecute or prosecute him. I have acted 
thus far, upon my convictions of public duty. I 
look upon the question as settled—— 

Mr. STARK. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will permit me to say that I stated that I 
presented the resolution myself, not only to spare 
my friends an ungracious office, but also to relieve 
any one who might be opposed to me from what 
would appear to be a prosecution. 

Mr. HALE. I look upon the question as sub- 
stantially and fully settled by the vote of the Sen- 
ate yesterday. I mean on the evidence then be- 
fore us; and I shall vote for the Senator to retain his | 
seat, whatever the Committee on the Judiciary | 
may report. It will make no odds to me what | 


| they report, unless some new case shall be made 


outagainst the Senator; andas Ido not understand || 
the Senator to submit anything but what has al- 
ready been considered by the committee and b 
the Senate, I am opposed to any further asian 
ings upon it, and shall vote against the resolution. 
Mr. HOWARD. I did not happen to be in 
my seat at the time the gentleman from Oregon 
presented these papers, and therefore [ ask that 
the Secretary may read the resolution which he 
has presented. 
The Secretary read the resolution. 
Mr. HOWARD. I would put an inquiry to 
the gentleman from Oregon: whether he proposes 
to take any active steps in this behalf himself. I 
consider a prima facie case made out against him 
upon the papers, and I desire to know whether he 
contemplates making an effort to rebut the pre- 


| sumption created by these papers; whether that || 


is his purpose. 

Mr. CLARK. I voted yesterday for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts {Mr. 
SuMNER] with a view to an examination. 1 con- 
ceived then that it might be due to the Senator | 
from Oregon that he should have an opportunity 
to make a further statement to the Senate. If he 
desires it now, [ certainly shall vote for his reso- 
lution; and I hope he may have an opportunity, 
and that such an investigation may be made as he 
or any of his friends or anybody else may desire. 
I hope the resolution will be passed. 

Mr. SUMNER. I cannot express too strong 
a regret at the vote of the Senate yesterday. I| 
regret it for the Senate itself. I regret it for the 
principle that was then established. But it is now || 
proposed that we should endeavor to remedy—I || 
put it in that way—what we did yesterday. The 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. Hare] thinks | 
that the action yesterday was final. I fear thatit || 
may be so regarded. Buteven if not so regarded, || 
any further proceeding will, I fear, be little more | 
than a continuation of the comedy which has been 
already begun. 

There are papers upon your table which at this | 
moment are uncontradicted. If they are not set 
aside as absolutely false, then the present Sen- 
ator from Oregon, yesterday a claimant for a seat 
on this floor, is a disloyal man. I say, sir, if 
those papers remain uncontradicted this is the ab- || 
solute, frresistible conclusion. I do not say that 1 
the Senator is a disloyal wan; I say that on those || 
yapers uncontradicted he is a disloyal man; and || 
| do not wonder, therefore, that the Senator should || 
seek an opportunity of removing that grave im- 
putation. | am notastonished that other Senators | 
who have aided him in entering into this Chamber | 
should seek, perhaps, also to remove from them- 
selves the responsibility of the act which has been | 
done. If Senators, therefore, are disposed to con- | 
tinue this inquiry, I say letit proceed. Perhaps it 
is due to the Senator, perhaps it 1s due to the Sen- | 
ate itself; but if it proceeds, I know not that any | 
person here can be called ‘prosecutor. I know not 


|| that in any of these proceedings any person can || tl ; ' ; 
‘| be so regarded. The proceeding is for the sake '' cient evidence upon which this Senator can be con- 


| matter, except what I feel in all cases, 


entitled to as much respect as his? 
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of the Senate; it is to save its honor, its character, 
and to give security to those high trusts which, 
under the Constitution, the Senate has to perform, 
I think, therefore, as the proposition is made, 
though after the vote of yesterday I never should 
have brought it forward, the Senate ought to pro- 
ceed with it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I do not 
like the language of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. He made some half dozen harangues to 
the Senate upon this case which failed to convince 
& majority that he was right; and although he un- 
dertook to say that the Senate would stultify itself 
by not following his lead and acting cnieeting to 
his views, I do not feel that I have stultified my- 
self because I have had the misfortune to differ 
from him. And now, sir, what does he mean by 
saying that he does not wonder that Senators who 
have done this deed wish to relieve themselves of 
the responsibility? Sir, is not my responsibility 
as greatas his? Tam oneofthem. What right 
has he to assume to lecture me and my friend from 
Vermont, [Mr. Cottamer,] and the majority of 
the Senate, for the decision they have made? Is 


| his standing so lofty that he has a right to Ieeture 


Senators for what they do under ‘the responsi- 
bilities of their oath, and their position before the 
country? Sir, 1am as ready to defend my action, 
if it needs defense, as he is to defend his, and | 
can do it, I trust, toas much effect. -~No one, I 
believe, in this country doubts that Lact upon con- 
scientious principles any more than himself or any 
less than himself. I do not like this style, sir. I 
am responsible for what Ido; and when | exhibit 
any fear of the consequences of my own actions 
here, or any disposition to shake off the views 
which I have exprgssed or the votes which I have 
given, it will be time enough for that eminent Sen- 
ator to stand up and say that he does not wonder 
that Senators older than himself—not older here, 
perhaps, but older in years and having had some 
experience—desire to relieve themselves of the 
responsibility. Sir, I feel no responsibility in this 
I acted 
upon my own individual opinions. Are they not 
What right, 
then, has he to say before the country that he does 
not wonder that Senators seck to relieve them- 
selves of responsibility? It will be time enough 
for him to say that when they ask his aid to es- 
cape from the responsibilities of their action, but 
it will be long, L trust, before I ask it. 

Mr. HARRIS. I commend the course of the 
new Senator from Oregon in offering this propo- 
sition. IL honor him forit. After what has been 
said in the course of the debate upon the question 


| whether he should be admitted or not, it was be- 
| coming in him to tender to the Senate the fullest 


opportunity to investigate the charges against him. 
He will be honored for it; he deserves to be. 
Bat, sir, I should prefer myself not to have this 


| resolution adopted; certainly 1 should prefer that 


itshould not go to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The Senate cannot be unaware of the fact that, so 
far as Lam concerned, an humble member of that 


| committee, my own —— is formed, and not- 


withstanding all that has been said, though the 
Senator fgom Michigan [Mr. Howarp,] said there 
were fifty-one witnesses against this Senator, I as- 


_sert upon my responsibility as a member of the 


Senate, that there are not more than four witnesses 


| whose testimony would be received in any judi- 


cial tribunal;and what is the effect of their testi- 
mony? In = judgment it furnishes merely the 
evidence that this Senator, like a great many other 


| citizens ofthe United States, of your State, sir, and 


mine, were, during the last political campaign, that 
class of politicians known as Breckinridge Demo- 
crats, engaged in a system of political filibuster- 
ing. He was undoubtedly one of that class; and 
it was continued until the ignominious attack upon 
our flag at Fort Sumter; and thei: that sort of fili- 
bustering was extinguished, at least in my section 
of the country; and we have heard nothing from 
him since that. I will not say, however, that we 
have not seen something of that kind in this Senate 
upon this question. : 

Now, sir, with those views, regarding all the 
evidence in the case as only amounting to this, 
and as no evidence of disloyalty or treason, I do 
not think I am a fit person to serve upon a com- 
mittee to investigate thismatter. The Senate know 
that my judgment is formed, that there is not suffi- 
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victed of disloyalty. While l am very willing that | whether sustaining the rebellion or himself par- 


Senators should have an opportunity to extend 
this prosecution or investigation as far as they 
choose, 1 hope 1 shall be relieved from further duty 
in respect to it, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I can see no good object 
or purpose to be subserved in having this question 
further before the Senate at this session. The 
Senator holds underanappointment from the Gov- 


ernor of Oregon. The Legislature of the State of 


Oregon meets in September next, I believe. The 
affidavits brought to bear on this subject have been 
before the committee; they have been discussed 
here; and no further inquiry can be instituted that 
will amount to anything without sending to the 
State of Oregon. There is no probability of any 
effort being made to bring such testimony, cer- 
tainly not to bring witnesses here. I can see no 
purpose in talking about a further investigation, 
and I am of the opinion that this whole matter 
might as well be disposed of at once. I am alto- 
ether satisfied with the fact that the Senator from 
Oregon has chosen to bring this matter up, placing 
himself at least in the right position; butas a Sen- 
ator, | do not choose to be troubled with it any 
further, particularly as it can lead to no good re- 
sults. I move, therefore, to lay the whole sub- 
ject-matter upon the table. 

Mr. KING called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, as the yeas and 
nays are called for upon this motion to lay upon 
upon the table—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is the motion debatable? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is not 
debatable. 

The question being takep, resulted—yeas 7, 
nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Carlile, Hale, McDougall, Nesmith, 
Pearce, Powell, and Saulsbury—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Fos 


ter, Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, 
Johnson, King, Lane of Indiana, Latham, Morrill, Pome- 


roy, Kice, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 


Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson of Massachusetis—22. 

So the Senate refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. DIXON. So far, sir, from having been 
influenced in the vote which I have given on this 
subject, if I may allude to it, or in any remarks I 
have made, by any personal feeling against the 
Senator from Oregon, | may say that my feeling 
has been of quite a contrary character. 1 sup- 
pose, however, it is not necessary for me to dis- 
claim any personal feeling on this subject. Isaid 
in the outset of the discussion that, so far as Il was 
in any way influenced in that respect, it was in 


tavor of that Senator, Certainly his bearing has || 
been such as to prepossess us all; and there was | 


another reason why | could have no personal feel- 


ing against him, and that was that he is a native | 
of the State which I represent; I should have been 
glad for that reason to be able to record a vote in 1 


favor of his loyalty. 


Mr. FOSTER. My colleague will permit me to || 
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ticipating in it, may be admitted here; and that 
even Jefferson Davis, or Robert Toombs, or any 
other of those Senators who left us one year ago, 


*may be returned to the Senate and occupy a seat 


here, and that this cannot be prevented by a vote 
of a majority of this body. 


Every Senator, with one exception, upon this | 


side of the Chamber has placed his vote on that 
direct ground. The Senatorfrom Ohio [Mr. Suer- 
MAN] said that he believed the Senator from Ore- 


| gon was disloyal, but could not be reached at this 


time by a majority vote—that expulsion by a two- 
thirds vote was the only remedy. The Senator 
from Illinois who sits furthest from me [Mr. 
3ROWNING] took thesame ground. The Senator 
from Wisconsin, (Mr. Howe,] in his able speech, 
took the ground that we had no jurisdiction of 
this question at this time. Every Senator except 


the Senator from Maine [Mr. Fessenpen] took | 


i} 


'| and I understood it to be the ground on which al] 


the position that the Senate could not now act 
upon the question. The Senator from New York, 
{Mr. Harris,] in his able speech, assumed and 


ions of the claimant, no matter what the amount 


his seat at this stage of the proceedings, but must 


be reached by a two-thirds vote on a resolution | 
| of expulsion. The resolution to admit the Senator | 


from Oregon was carried by the votes of Senators 
who declared that opinion, for the Senator from 


Maine was the only Senator who voted for the || 


resolution who said that was not his belief, and 


| without these votes the resolution could not have 
| been carried. Now, if the doctrine sustained by 

the vote of the Senate is correct, I desire to ask || 
| what is to prevent twenty-one Senators—I think 


there were at any rate that number of Senators 
who left this Chamber one year ago, insulting the 


insolent defiance, saying to us, ** you cannot pre- 


| vent our entrance,and when we have entered you | 
' have not the power, you have not the numbers, 

|| toexpel us. It cannot be prevented if this vote 
| is to be a precedent. That, I think, is the posi- 
| tion we now occupy, and therefore I take the oc- 
| casion also, with the Senator from Massachusetts, 
| to express my regret that the Senate have come 
| to this conclusion. 


1 impute no motives, I bring no charges; but 


ator from Oregon, I do say that the vote which 
has been recorded upon the question of his ad- 
mission, with the reasons ol 
in my judgment, is one of the most disastrous 
votes that has been given since I have been a 
member of this body. 

Mr. BROWNING. Mr. President, but for the 


say that he is mistaken as regards the nativity of || remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts and 


the Senator. He lived a long time in our State; | 


but he is not a native of it. * 
Mr. DIXOY. j 
himself, as I understood him, that he was a na- 
tive of Connecticut. 1 may have misunderstood 
him. He certainly informed me that he had re- 
sided in that State, and perhaps I inferred that he 
was born there. 
Let it be remembered that the testimony which 
was presented by the Committee on the Judiciary 
yas uncontradicted. It represented that the Sen- 
ator from Oregon had declared that ** the southern 
confederacy was the only legal government; that 
the Government of the United States was broken 
up; that Jefferson Davis was fighting in a good 
cause, and it would be impossible to defeat him.”’ 
That testimony, as the Senator from Massachu- 
setts has said, was uncontradicted. No denial of 
its material correctness was offered by the Sen- 
ator. As the record stands, therefore, the opin- 
ions alleged to have been announced by him were 
his acknowledged uncontradicted opinions. 


the vote which has been given by the Senate on 


this subject isa disastrous vote. I bring no charges | 


against any Senator. The Senate have taken the 
round, as I bolieve, and I think this ought to 
e announced to the country, that any person, 


I was informed by the Senator | 





the Senator from Connecticut, I certainly should 
not have ventured a word upon this occasion. The 
Senator from Massachusetts expressed agreat-deal 
of concern on account of the great responsibility 
that the Senators who have voted to admit the 


| Senator from Oregon to take his seat upon the 
| floor yesterday, have incurred. It will be time 
| enough for him to come to my relief from any 
|| responsibility which I have incurred by that vote, 


or which I shall incur by any other vote, when I 


| ask his services. I am as willing’as that Senator 
| to meet the responsibility of that vote and ever 

| other vote that I give, as willing as he can be, and 
|| I reflect now with as much satisfaction upon the 
|| vote I gave yesterday as upon any vote I have ever 


iven in this Chamber, and I have no fear that the 


|| hour will ever come when I shall have one single 
|| regret for my course in this case. I do not think 


it 1s becoming in him to expend so much of his 


at liberty to form their opinions for themselves, 


_and control their actions for themselves, as he is; 


and who are responsible to those who sent them 


| here, and not to him. I do not think it very be- : 
| coming that he should undertake to lecture us for || to be at all material was, not whether he wasa 


ered in its support, | 
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have given, and deplore our miserable condition 
before the nation. 

The Senator from Connecticut undertakes to 
state the ground upon which I based my action 
yesterday. I prefer always to state the grounds 
for myself. In doing so, he attributes to me the 
expression of an opinion of the disloyalty of the 
Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. DIXON. I beg pardon. I did not inteng 
| to refer to the Senator from Illinois. In making 
| that statement, I referred to the Senator fron; 
i 
| 
| 
| 





Ohio. 

Mr. BROWNING. I of course accept the ex- 
planation; but I desire to say in connection with it, 
that I expressed no opinion whatever either of the 
loyalty or disloyalty of the Senator from Oregon, 
because, in my judgment, it was a question not 
before us, and it was not proper to be discussed, 

| and not proper to be acted upon. The ground 
| upon which | based my action was simply this— 


those who voted as I did based their action—that, 


| under the Constitution of the United States, any 
defended that position. It was argued by all these || 
Senators, that, no matter what were the opin- || 


person who is thirty years of age, who has been 
nine years a citizen of the United States, and who 


|| at the time of his election is a resident of the State 
of disloyalty which might be charged and proved | 
| against him, he could not be prevented from taking 


for which he is elected, and who has been elected 


is a Senator of the United States, in advance even 
of taking the oath of office. That was the posi- 
tion I assumed yesterday, and, so far as I know, 
| no one controverted it. I heard no Senator ex- 

press his dissent from the position, that when a 
person is duly elected a Senator of the United 
States, if he possesses the qualifications of thirty 
| years of age, of having been nine years a citizen 
| of the United States, and of being a citizen of the 
State for which he was elected, and has accepted 
the office, he is then a Senator of the United 
States. 


| or appointed, and has accepted the appointment, 
1] 


\ || Mr. TRUMBULL. I presume the Senator 
| people and the Senate of the United States with || 


|| their open, avowed declaration of treason—what 

| is to prevent their walking in to-day, with new | 
| credentials, and taking their seats as Senators of | 
| the United States, and then, uttering again their | 


| did not hear me, of course. I did deny that he 
was a Senator, and I think there were nineteen 
other Senators on this side of the Chamber who 
denied it. 

Mr. BROWNING. It may be that my col- 
league did, but I have heard no one 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I considered him no more 
a Senator to be expelled, and at the time when | 
was asked the question if you could expel a man 
before he was here, I illustrated it by saying that 
you could no more do it than you could pour 





| 
| 
| 


|| water from a bottle before any was put in. 

|| Mr. BROWNING. Will my colleague permit 
|| me to ask him if a person thus situated holds any 
|| official character, and if he does, what that official 
without saying a single word upon the question | 
| of fact as to the aoe or disloyalty of the Sen- 


character is? I hear no response. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator wish me 
to reply? 

Mr. BROWNING. I do, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He certainly holds no 
office. For some purposes he may havea sort of 
quasi official character, but not as a Senator to be 
expelled. I think, under the Constitution, after 
he is elected, he is so much a Senator that he can- 
not be arrested for a debt on his way to the cap- 
ital. There are certain sorts of privileges, per- 
haps, connected with it; but we settled, if we 
settled anything, the other day in the case of the 
| Senator from Kansas, that he was not a Senator 
until he qualified and was admitted to his seat; 
and that his beinga brigadier general, after he had 
been elected to the Senate, and giving up the office 
before he qualified as a Senator, did not interfere 
with his right to be a Senator. I know many 
Senators on that occasion placed their votes on 





|| that ground. I do not know that my colleague 
| did; he may have had other reasons. But it has 


| 


} been settled repeatedly in the other House that a 
| 


person elected to the House may hold any office 
| under the United States after his election and up 
| to the time of his qualification, and it is no inter- 


| ference with that provision of the Constitution 


which declares that a member of Congress shall 


‘| not hold any other office of honor, profit, or trust 
|| Sympathy for the benefit of his brother Senators, | 
|| who occupy as independent a position upon this 


: | floor, | apprehend, as he does; who are as much 
Now, I desire to say that it seems to me that |) 


under the Government, He may hold that office 
| up to the very moment that ke qualifies as a mem- 


| ber, and his holding it after he has been elected 


has never been held to disqualify him, but right 
| the reverse, over and over again. 


Mr. RROWNING. In the case of the Senator 
| from Kansas, the only question that I understood 


the sentiments we have uttered, or the vote we || Senator of the United States—for that was con- 
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ti 
ceded by everybody—but whether, after he be- || 
came a Senator of the United States he had or had |! 


not accepted another office incompatible with it. 
That was the question In regard to the Senator 
from Kansas. There was nota single point of 


resemblance between his case and the one under 1 


consideration now. 

Furthermore, my colleague states that an elec- 
tion bya State Legislature ofa person who is thirty 
years of age, who has been nine years a citizen of 
ihe United States, and who is at the time a citizen 


of the State for which he is elected, does not con- | 


stitute him a Senator of the United States. Now, | 


sir, | should like to know what does make a Sen- 
ator of the United States? The Constitution says: 


‘| motion of the Senator from Oregon passes away 


“ The Senate of the United States shall be composed of | 


two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature 
thereof for six years.” 

What makes a Senator? Does the Senate elect 
him? According to the theory of my colleague, 
I apprehend no man can be a Senator, whatever 


a State Legislature or a State Governor may do, | 


or whatever his qualifications may be, without his 
nomination bya State Legislature or a Governor, 
(for itis a mere nomination on that theory,) being 
ratified and confirmed by this Senate. Or is it the 
administration of the oath that constitutes him a 
Senator? The Constitution says he shall become 
a Senator by the election of the Legislature or the 
appointment of the Governor. My colleague says 
he shall not be a Senator by an election of the Le- 


gislature, notwithstanding he possesses the qual- | 





ifications, but that he must be reélected by the | 


Senate to clothe him with that character, and have 
the oath administered to him before he takes upon 
himself the character of Senator. I know he must 
have the oath administered before he enters on the 
discharge of the functions of a Senator, but he is 
a Senator in the meaning of the Constitution, and 
in the meaning of the clause of the Constitution 
which provides for expulsion; he is as mucha 
Senator, if he possesses the qualifications, and is 
elected, and has aceepted, before he takes the oath 
as he is afterwards. 


Now, sir, the ground upon which I based my | 


action yesterday, and which I think was the basis 
of the action of all those who voted as I did, was 


this: that by what had been done independent of | 


us and over which we had no control and could 


assume no control, the gentleman from Oregon || 
was a Senator of the United States; and then, how | 
can a Senator of the United States be deprived of | 


his seat upon this floor? How can you expel 
him? If you had denied the Senator from Oregon 
his seat by a majority vote, it would have been 


the expulsion of a member of this body bya ma- | 
jority vote, and would therefore have been in || 
direct conflict with, a violation of, the Constitution. | 


Thatis the reason why I opposed it, because when 
a person has become a member of the Senate, he 


can be ejected from this body ony by atwo-thirds | 
i 


vote. Ltook no exception to the time at which 
this inquiry was set on foot; I admitted distinctly 
that it was competentfor us to enter upon the in- 
quiry before the oath was administered to the 
Senator, and he had been admitted upon the floor. 
I did not doubt the power; but I did doubt the ex- 
pediency and justice of trying a man upon so 
serious acharge and denying to him the privilege 
of defense, and I therefore’ thought it was proper 
that the oath should be administered, and the Sen- 
ator admitted upon the floor, and the opportunity 
of defense afforded to him, before we tried him 
and condemned or acquitted him upon the charges 
that were preferred against him. The constitu- 
tional provision is that ** each House may determ- 
ine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members 
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence 
of twothirds,expelamember.”’? Now, sir, I regard 
it as an attempt—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It becomes the 
duty of the Chair at this hour to call up the un- 
finished business of yesterday. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us finish this. 

_ Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think this 
IS pretty well finished now; we have been bored 
enough with it. 

_ Mr. BROWNING. I will just say that I am 
in favor of this resolution. 

Several Senators. Let it be passed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If Senators 
are ready to vote, very well; we have hada pretty 
Severe infliction in these speeches. 


The VICE PRES!DENT. By the unanimous 


| tor from Maine near me, [Mr. Fessenpen,} who 


THE 





putation upon him. Sir, nothing could be further | 
|| from my thought. The Senator suggested that if 
| he had occasion for assistance or sympathy from 
| me, he would call for it—I think something of that || 


| the lead of the Senator from Maine, whom we all 
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} 
| 
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| he could justly interpret into anything of unkind- 


| less prompt, he would have been more cautious 


| could for a moment suppose to be in the nature | 


| that vote as disastrous. I agree with him. The | 
| language is not too strong. 


| imputation. 
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consent of the Senate the Chair will suspend the || Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 
special order. | Mr. FESSENDEN. What evidence has he 
Mr. TRUMBULL. [call for the special order, || seen that any man who voted with the majority 
There will be more speaking on this matter. _ has sought to relieve himself of the responsibility 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order || of that vote? The Senator says he does not won- 
is before the Senate. | der that Senators who voted with the majority 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to postpone the ] seek to relieve themselves of it. What evidence 
special order. ’ of that has he seen? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | Mr. SUMNER. I answer the Senator. I un- 
Illinois is entitled to the floor on the special order. || derstood that certain Senators who voted with the 
Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; Ido not want to || majority were anxious thatan inquiry should take 
make a speech. I only wish to call up the bill; || place through the Judiciary Committee. 
there are others who will probably speak. | Mr. FESSENDEN. What evidence has there 
Mr. SUMNER. Before the question on the || been of that? Nobody of the majority has asked 
for it. 
Mr. SUMNER. I have heard it so stated. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. So stated outside ? 
|| Mr. SUMNER. So stated on this floor—so 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That question is || stated in debate yesterday. 
not now before the Senate; it has passed away. Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the Senator is 
Mr. SUMNER. Then I ask the indulgence of |} mistaken. No such statement was made by any- 
the Senate for three minutes for a personal expla- || body here. 
nation. [** No objection.’’ Mr. SUMNER. Then 1 am entirely mistaken. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears Mr. BROWNING. Will the Senator allow 
no objection. The Senator will proceed. me a word? 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Illinois Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 
over the way, [Mr. Brownine,] who last spoke, Mr. BROWNING. | am in favor of a further 
has criticised what | said to-day, and the Sena- || investigation of this matter; but I am not in favor 


to-day, I think I may claim the indulgence of the 
Senate, as I have been alluded to somewhat per- | 
sonally by-—— 





spoke first, preceded him in a similar criticism. | 
That two such Senators, personal friends, should | 
think anything that fell from me worthy of criti- 

cism would lead me to suppose that I have erred, | 
The Senator from Illinois 1s cautious and grave, | 
and yet he felt it his duty to complain that I had 
made something in the nature of an injurious im- 


responsibility. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I accept the state- 
ment of the Senator; and yet I must fall back 
upon my own original statement, that it does not 
astonish me that Senators who have taken the re- 
sponsibility of opening this door, as | believe, to 
| disloyalty, should be anxious to relieve themselves 
of the responsibility of such an act. There are 
the papers on the table, which, if uncontradicted, 
will 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator allow me to 
kind. Sir, | have known that Senator too well || ask him a question ? 
during the brief period that he has beenuponthis || Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 
floor, not to know that he is ample able, on all Mr. HARRIS. Does he know of any Senator 
occasions, in every debate, to take care of him- || who is thus anxious to relieve himself from any 
self; nor does he need aid or sympathy from any || responsibility; and if he does not, why does he 
one so humble as myself. I have never had the || make the imputation? 
presumption to offer it. I think the Senator, in || Mr. SUMNER. I have understood that Sen- 
making the suggestion that he did, has done me || ators were desirous that there should be an in- 
injustice, and attributed to me something that || quiry before the Judiciary Committee. If this is 
never entered into my mind. not the fact, then I am entirely mistaken. 

But, sir, I am not astonished that the Senator Mr. BROWNING. Does not the Senator also 
from Ljlinois made the suggestion, for he followed || understand that, while they are in favor of an 
| inquiry, they disclaim any motive to shield them- 
know to be prompt in debate, speaking on the spur || selves from any Pe 
of the moment, always with effect, with direct- || Mr.SUMNER. [understand that they now do. 
ness, with point—may I not add, sometimes with | Mr. BROWNING. I take pride in remember- 
fervor, with passion, not always perfectly re- || ing how I voted yesterday, and there is no vote I 
strained by the relations which he bears to other || have given that I reflect upon with more satisfac- 
members of this body? Sir, | intend nothing in- || tion; and I should have regarded it as the most 
jurious to that Senator in the suggestion which I || disastrous vote that has been given in this body 
now make. My relations with him on this floor || since I have had the honor of being a member of 
and elsewhere have been too intimate, my confi- || it, if the party with whom the Senator acted had 
dence in him too great, and my admiration too || prevailed. 
complete, to allow me to make any suggestion that Mr. SUMNER. Very well; then the Senator 
and myselfdiffer; and | come back to my original 
ness. osition, that the Senate took a great responsi- 

But the Senate listened to what fell from his bility by its vote yesterday, which must be a pre- 
lips. Was it perfectly kind in substance, per- || cedent of infinite importance in the history of the 
fectly kind in tone, perfectly kind in manner? I || country. 
doubt if it were. 1 think if the Senator had been || Mr. STARK. Will the Senator permit me to 
ask him if he means to be understood as saying 
in what he uttered; and I think that he would not || that I am a disloyal man? 
have let fall anything, or imparted any tone to || Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Senator asks me if he is 
what he said, which any friend of his on this floor || to understand me as saying that he is a disloyal 
man. I have said in the course of the discussion, 
more than once, that | regarded the whole ques- 
tion of the loyalty of the Senator as still in issue; 
but that on the testimony before the Senate un- 
contradicted, I did regard him as a disloyal man. 

Mr. STARK. That is certainly not a direet 
| answer to my question. My question is, whether 
| the Senator from Massachusetts desires to be un- 
derstood as declaring that I ama disloyal man, of 
his own knowledge, or from any information that 
he may have. , 





of a personal affront. I do the Senator that justice. 

And now, sir, what are the facts? I stated that 
this Senate, by its vote of yesterday, had assumed 
a grave responsibility. ‘The Senator from Con- | 
necticut [Mr. Dixon] has properly characterized 





Had it occurred to 
me, I would have adopted it when I spoke first. 
Believing the vote to be disastrous, surely it can- | 
not be improper for me to add, without intending || ‘ , 
any personal imputation upon any member of this || Mr. SUMNER. The Senator is new in the 
body, that I was not astonished that Senators re- || body, and perhaps does not know that hes ask- 
sponsible for this vote sought to relieve them- || inga question whieh is not pertinent. I have noth- 
selves of the responsibility? In making this re- || ing to go by except the testimony. I have nothing 
mark I criticise the action of the Senate. I eriti- || of the Senator’s life or declarations outside of the 
cise no individual. Surely I make no personal || testimony. All that testimony may be false; I 
|| hope, for the sake of the Senator, that it is; but 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the honorable Sen- || on that testimony I say that he is a disloyal 
ator allow me to ask him a question? | man. 








| of it with any view to relieve myself from any 
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Mr. STARK. Taking th: reply of the Sen- 


” from Massachusetts, which is not as direct 
} « Kpected he would be willme to make, atter 
having just said that a majority of the Senate had 
ope ned the doors of the Senate to disloyalty, I 


intended to ask him, if he did not mean to be un- 
derstood as declaring that | was a disloyal man, 
how had the of the Senate been opened to 
disloyalty? 

Mr. SUMNER. When I said the Senate had 
opened its doors to disloyalty, | referred to all 
the consequences of that vote, Jetferson Davis, 
Robert Toombs, Judah P. Benjamin, and all in 
their train, may enter now through the same door 
that has been opened to admit the Senator from 
Oregon. 

Mr. STARK, ‘That is a matter of argument. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will please not 
to interrupt mc; l have answered his question 
precisely on the papers. And now | have taken 
too much time; more thanl intended. My sole 
purpose was to relieve myself from the injurious 
suggestion made by the Senator from Maine,and 
also—more carefully and kindly—by the Senator 
from Illinois, I certainly intended nothing which 
could jusufy either of thera in any such sugges- 
tion asthey made. They have misconceived the 
motive with which I spoke, and the spirit of my 
few words, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senate will ex- 
cuse me for talking; | wish to settle this matter 
so faras lam concerned. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts now says the same thing over again. 
I do not think that he does it with any evil intent, 
or that he perceives the force of his language; but 
the amount of what he says now is simply this: 
that perceiving that certain Senators recommend 
a further investigation, he infers that the motive 
is that they may rid themselves of the re sponsi- 
bility of their vote. That is all there is of it. No 
Senator had intimated any such motive, and there 
was no real ground, except the suspicions of the 
Senator, to impute any such motive to any one; 
because the truth is that the explanation 1s that 
they think the matter ought to be investigated in 
another shape. ‘The Senator has supposed a mo- 
tive, and on the supposed motive he has made the 
remarks he has, which might be calculated to do 
injury to Senators, if not answered, before the 
country. [ confess that the imputation of such a 
motive to me, as connected with my vote—I did 
not know what it arose from at all, but of such 
an idea in my own mind of any desire to shun, 
in the slightest possible way, the responsibility of 
any vote | cive—olfended me, for the reason that 
I really believe Senators present. know me well 
enough to be aware that I never shrink from the 


door 


responsibility of anything Ido. Lam not disposed | 


to shrink from any proper responsibility that be- 


longs to me; nor do I desire to explain or avoid | 


it, unless | think I have done something wrong. 
I therefore felt offended; L thought the imputation 
was improper, and especially improper as coming 
from a long-known and cherished friend to me; 
and I felt indignant, and I may have expressed 
myself with heat, and in a manner that was offens- 
ive. Lam very sori y that was so; because, after 


all, there can, in my belief, be nothing between | 


the Senator fromy Massachusetts and myself but 
kindness. If lL do feel sensibly from anybody an 
imputation upon my personal motives in making 
remarks here of any kind, it belongs to me; and 
if I feel it more when it comes from a personal 
friend than from anybody else, that also belongs 
to me. I cannot help it. © a 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
dent-——— 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If the Senator will permit 
me, 1 appeal to him to let us dispose of this ques- 
tion; do not let us spend another day upon it. 
We can come to a vote now in five minutes. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If Senators 
are ready to vote, I am willing to agree to it. If 
not, not. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We have tried that be- 
fore. 

Mr. HALE. I call for the special order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Tit special order 
now before the Senate is Senate bill No. 151; but 
if it be the unanimous consent of the body to take 
the question upon the resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Oregon, the Chair will submit that 
question. 

Mr. HALE. Let us have the special order. 


Mr. Presi- 


THE CONGRESSION AI 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
New Hampshire is understood to insist on the 
special orde r. 
Mr. TRUMBULL obtained the floor. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move to postpone the 
special order, and let us dispose of this question. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois is entitled tothe floor on the special order, 
and no Senator can intervene. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I took the floor in order 


It is, therefore, before the Senate. | 


ry? ’ | 
lhe Senator from 
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| that bill to-day. Let it go over until next week. 


We can probably dispose of the bill I desire to cal] 


| up this week. If he persists in his motion, I shall 


be compelled to call for the yeas and nays upon it, 
If lam not then sustained by the Senate, { must 


|| acquiesce in its decision. 


to proceed with the bill. I do not design, myself, 


addressing the Senate upon it at thistime. I wish 
to proceed with the bill; and while | am now on 


my feet, I will say to the Senator from Wiscon- | 


sin that this other question cannot be disposed of 
without debate. 
intend to discuss it. It was called up in the morn- 
ing hour, and I want to know if this important 
bill, as I regard it, is to be crowded out of the way 
every day? I have made it a special order, and 
this Oregon case has crowded it out for two days 
already, and here it comes up again on a resolu- 
tion. Is the Senator from 
crowd it over another day to discyss this resolu- 
tion of reference merely? Ido hope we may be 
permitted to proceed with the special order. I 
have no objection to the Senator from Massachu- 


setts [Mr. Witson] presenting a bill, oranything | 


of that sort, that takes no time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
special order with a view to take up House bill 
No. 208, being the legislative appropriation bill. 


There are Senators here who | 


I move to postpone the | 


Visconsin going to | 


I will state to the Senate that I do so because I | 
am pressed in different quarters to have this bill | 


passed as soon as possible. There are clerks in 
the Department who have pay due to them, and 
are really suffering for the want of their money, 
and who cannot be paid until this bill passes. It 
is also the desire of many members of the House 
of Representatives that it be passed, because it 
involves a matter in relation to the payment of 
their mileage, which the Senate has already re- 
ceived, but which they cannot receive until this 
bill has passed. I think it will not take long, there 
are no disputed points about it, and I hope it may 
be passed this morning; and therefore I make the 
motion. . 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The morn- 


ing hour has been consumed in debate—a repeti- 


tion of old speeches; and I have a resolution that | 


1 desire to submit, and also a bill that I wished to 
introduce this morning, but had not an opportu- 
nity to do so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the vote to be taken on my motion, and the bill is 
taken up, I will then give way for that purpose. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam sorry that the Sen- 


ator from Maine has made that motion. 


If the Senator will allow || 


I hope | 


he will not persist in it; and I hope the Senate will | 
/ adhere to the bill which has been made a special 
order, and upon which certainly a number of us | 


have been struggling to get action foramonth, It 
is a very important bill, and | trust it will not be 


displaced by a bill making appropriations for the | 
| next fiscal year for one branch of the public ser- | 


vice. For that, of course, there need be no haste, 
because the fiscal year does not begin until the Ist 
of July next. The Senator from Maine gives as 


a reason why that bill should be passed, that some | 


clerks have not been paid for whom that bill makes 
provision. Now, will it make much difference 
whether they are paid this week or the next? Per- 
haps it will to them individually. He also urges 
that the mileage of the members of the other House 
is involved. Well, sir, is that so very important 
that it must be passed now, when it will delay a 
great measure which is urgently called for? If 
we are to pass any bill by which the property af 
the men who have made war upon this Govern- 
ment is to be taken possession of, that it may be 
made to contribute towards paying the expenses 
of the war which they have inaugurated, it should 
be done speedily, for their property, by the know- 
ing ones, is being spirited away and being con- 
veyed for the purpose of preventing its being 
reached. I have tried to make this bill a special 
order time and again, and after having succeeded, 
I have been compelled to give way to appropria- 
tion bills, several of which have been passed. We 
all know that whenever the Senator from Maine 
has brought in an appropriation bill he has car- 
ried it through. I again express the hope that the 
Senator will not persist in his motion to ake ap 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I will only say I have no 


| desire to antagonize any appropriation bill against 


any bill whatever that the gentleman may desire 
to take up—not the slightest in the world. To 
me, personally, it is a matter of perfect indiffer- 


| ence whether this bill is taken up to-day, next 
| week, the week after, or at any other time. I have 





no wish about it; but pressed as I am in different 
quarters for an appropriation of money which is 
already due, I feel it my duty to bring it before 
the Senate. The responsibility then will be on 
the Senate, and not on me. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On the motion of 
postponement the Senator from Illinois asks for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall vote against the 
motion of the Senator from Maine. I do it with 
reluctance, as 1 know he is very much pressed, 
occupying a ver¥important position; but I do not 
think there is any pressing necessity for the pas- 
sage of this bill except that the House, by in- 
grafting on it a deficiency bill in an unusual way, 
have probably made that necessity. I think for 
the first time, the House have ingrafted on the 
appropriation bill for the next fiscal year appro- 
priations f@r the present fiscal year. It is a new 
custom, and should be broken up, and I think has 
been to some extent broken up by the course pur- 
sued by the chairman of the Finance Committee 
on the Army appropriation bill. I think the House 
ought to be compelled to send us bills separating 
the appropriations for each fiscal year; sakes they 
have not done that in this case, | do not feel dis- 
posed myself to be hurried into acting upon thi 


as 


|| very important bill, which will take a good deal 
| of time, merely by a pra¢tice which they them- 
| selves have inaugurated, and which | think ought 
| to be corrected. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot expect to get 
along very well with the appropriation bills if 
the members of my own committee are opposed to 
my action in relation to them. If we are to be 
divided, and I am to meet the Senator from Ohio 
on the floor of the Senate in reference to them, I 
must take the consequences in regard to doing the 
business of the committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I gave the Senator notice 
that I did not agree to the motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know he did; but, after 
all, | supposed he left it to my judgment. I can 
only say, with regard to the Army bill, it was not 
particularly with reference to that view of the case 
that we took a different course. It was that, un- 
der existing circumstances, the uncertainty of 
things with reference to the war, we deemed it bet- 


| ter to take that course in regard to that bill. We 


| shall probably take the same course with regard 


| a hundred. 


to the Navy bill, and pass the deficiency bill first. 
I do not think that the same reason applies at all 
to the legislative bill. The greater part of the de- 
ficiency arises merely from the fact that we have, 
at this session, increased the number of clerks in 
the Departments very largely—I think very nearly 

These clerks have been appointed, 
and no provision has been made for their pay- 
ment. They have been some time at work, and 
need this money, and they ought to be paid. That 
is the reason for it. My own judgment is, that the 
Senate would do better to take up this bill and dis- 
pose of it to-day; that the sense of justice to the 
public creditors, and also to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, requiresit. But, sir, lam inthe hands 
of the Senate. If they decide otherwise, I shall 
submit to their decision with perfect satisfaction. 
I have no wish about it. . 

Mr. DAVIS. There was a substitute offered 
to the bill which the Senator from Illinois pro- 
poses to take up: I think that substitute is one of 
importance, and deserves consideration. It was 
ordered to be printed yesterday, and has not yet 


been laid on our tables. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It is on the tables now. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was informed it had not been 
when I inquired about it. 2 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on postponing the special order for the purpose 
of taking up the billindicated by the Senator from 
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Maine, on which the yeas and nays have been 


yrdered. 
. [he Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FOOT. Before the vote is announced, 1 
rise to submit a question of order for the decision 
of the Chair. It will be remembered that the 
amended rule of the Senate requires a two-thirds 
vote to make a special assignment. 
the Chair whether, when the Senate shall come to 


take up that special order, a majority can post- || service at intermediate ports; which was read 
pone it; or whether it will require the same vote || twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
to postpone the special order that is required to |! on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


make it a special assignment? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The attention of 


the Chair has been called to that matter. Unreg- |! 


ulated by a special rule of the Senate, the ruling 
of the Chair would be that it Would take precisely 
the same vote to postpone that it would to estab- 
lish the special order; but by a rule of the Senate 
the Chair has come to the conclusion that after 
the special order has come before the Senate, and 
is within its control, it is subject to a majority 
vote, 

The result was then announced—yeas 24, nays 
20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Carlile, Collamer, Cowan, 


Davis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hender- | 


son, Howe, Johnson, Kennedy, Latham, McDougall, Nes- 


mith, Pearce, Rice, Saulsbury, Stark, ‘Thomson, Willey, || 


and Wilson of Missouri—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, 
Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Howard, King, Lane of Indiana, 


Pomeroy, Powell, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, | 


Wade, Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wilson of Massachusetts 
a=), 


So the motion was agreed to. 

CONTRABAND NEGROES IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I ask the 
Senator from Maine to allow me to introduce a 
resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I offer the 
following resolution, and ask for its present con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the report made by Edward 


L. Pierce, agent to Port Royal, and such other information 
as may be in the possession of the Departinent relating to 


the condition and wants of the people of color in the dis- | 


trict of South Carolina held by the military forces of the || and telegraphs of the country. here was some objectien | 


United States. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 


Mr. FOSTER. Ihave no objection atall to this | 
resolution; buta resolution of like character, that | 


is, calling upon the Secretary to inform the Sen- 
ate whether, in his opinion, any legislation was 
necessary upon this subject, which would ask for 
this very information, passed the Senate a month 
ago, to which no answer has been received. 

Mr. WILSON, of MAssachusetts. I will state 
that Mr. Pierce, the agent sent by the Treasury 
Departmentto South Carolina, who has been there 
for several weeks, has made a very careful and 


elaborate report, full of information on this sub- | 


ject. This resolution is to bring that report, for 
our information, before the Senate; and | under- 
stand that the Department is ready to send it to 
vive us that information. 


people. 


_Mr. HARRIS. I should like to suggest to the | 
Senator from Massachusetts an addition to that 


resolution, asking the Secretary of the Treasury 
to inform the Senate what measures have been 
taken to occupy the cotton lands that have come 
into the possession of the Government. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If the Sen- 
ator moves that as an amendment, I accept it cer- 
tainly; or it might come in as a separate propo- 
sition, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom | 


New York proposes to amend the resolution by 
adding at the end thereof the following words: 


And also what measures have been taken for the occt- 
pation of the lands which have come into the possession of 
tie military forces in that State. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I accept the 
amendment. 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
Is on agreeing to the resolution as modified. 
The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, asked, and 
/y Unanimous consent obtained, leave to introduce 


| 


I assure Senators that | 
the report will give us a great deal of informa- || 
tion in regard to the condition and wants of those | 
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; ae : ‘ : 
i! a bill (S. No. 217) to encourage enlistments in the || 


regular Army of the United States and for other | 
purposes; which was read twice by its title, and 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and || 


the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. McDOUGALL asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


I inquire of || 218) providing for a steam coast mail between San | 


Francisco and Crescent City, in California, with 


| MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Erneripesr, its Clerk, announced that the 
House of Representatives had agreed to the amend- 
|, ment of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 
|| 104) fixing the number of the House of Repre- 
|| sentatives from and after the 3d of March, 1863. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed a bill (No. 302) to provide for the ap- 
|| pointment of additional clerks in the office of the 
|; Assistant Treasurer at New York, and for other 
|| purposes; in which the concurrence of the Senate 
|| was requested. 


LOLS 


* Mr.GRIMES. The Senator stated that he ex- 
nlained it to the Senate. That he did not do. 
There was no explanation made. It passed as a 
matter of course. 

Mr. WADE. I do not know that I explained 
it any further than ta say how the bill would read 
as amended. It was perfectly evident to every- 
body who paid attention to it that I was putting 

| vefy extraordinary powers into the bill; and I 
stated that in the Senate. 
| Mr.GRIMES. I merely wished to correct the 
| Senator on that point. I was unwilling that it 
| should go out to the country that I would have 
| voted for any such proposition as that, if I had 
| known the purpose of it. . The trouble is not so 
| much with that amendment as with a subsequent 
| amendment in the last section, in which in the 
fourth line, after the word *‘act,’’ these words are 
inserted: ‘* so far as it relates to the operating and 
| running of said railroads; ’’ so that the section 
| will read: 

‘That the provisions of this act, so far as it relates to the 
operating and running of said railroads, shall not be in foree 
|| longer than is necessary for the suppression of the rebel- 
1} Jion.?? 


| But leaving any road that may be commenced 





PERSONAL ®XPLANATION. 
Mr. WADE. 


propriation bill, | rise to explain a paragraph that 

I discover in a paper, which carries an implica- | 

tion with it involving other persons, and which is | 
’ 


|, entirely wrong. I wish to explain it now if the 
Senate will permit me. 


| the chair.) The Senator can make an explana- 
|| tion, if there is no objection, The Chair hears 
|| none. 
| Mr. WADE. 

\ New York Tribune of yesterday, 1 will read the 
| 

| 

| 


| objectionable part of it. It says: 

1} *“Fraup IN LEGISLATION DiscoveReD.—The border- 
| State policy got fetched up yesterday witha very round turn 
| in the House, and inquiries-are pending in both branches 
| of Congress which will elucidate it still further, and expose, 
if it is too late to remedy, a fraud in legislation without a 

|| parallel in recent years. ‘Three weeks ago a bill was rap- 

|| idly ground through both Houses by which the President 
| was authorized to take military possession of the railroads 


|} toa grant of such extraordinary power, but it was givem 
|| It has, however, been discovered that the bill, as passed, 
|| contains these words: ‘ And to extend, repair, and com- 
plete the same’—meaning railroads. ‘These words do not 


terlined in it on its way from the Senate to the House. 
However this may be, the clause, unnoticed by legislators 


| acted upon to the great advantage of Kentucky.” 


|| the Senate. It is very true that the original draft 
of the bill did not contain the words that are com- 


|| open Senate asan amendment. | explained very 
| briefly what my object was—to give the executive 


Before proceeding with the ap- | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rice in || 


I allude to a paragraph in the | 


appear in the bill as printed, and, as is believed, were in- | 


| and repealed almost unanimously by the House, has been | 


Now, Mr. President, I introduced that bill into | 
| plained of here; but [ moved them here in the | 


government full and entire power oyer these roads | 


by the War Department under. the provisions of 
|| this act, or any proceedings that may be insti- 
|| tuted toward the construction of a road to remain 
in full foree and effect and not stopping that, 
although it stops operating other roads and the 
| telegraph. 
|| Mr. WADE. I do not recollect whether I 
|| moved that amendment. 
Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir; you did. 
| Mr. WADE. Ido not remember about that. 
| | only rose to say that [ moved this amendment 
| in question. The Senator does not suppose there 
is anything wrong about that. 
| Mr. GRIMES. No, sir; I have looked at the 
|| Journal to-day. 
Mr. WADE. That is all I wish tosay. There 
is nobody to blame but myself in regard to that. 
| CLERKS IN ASSISTANT TREASURER’S OFFICE. 
| Mr.SHERMAN. Before any action is taken 
|| on thg legislative appropriation bill, I will ask the 
| consent of the Senate to take up a bill, the imme- 
| diate passage of which is desired and is important, 
| It is a House bill which has just come here. 
| There being no objection, the bill (H.R. No. 
| 302) to provide for the appointment of additional 
|| clerks in the office of the Assistant Treasurer at 
|| New York, and for other purposes, was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to have it put on 
|| its passage now, and I will explain the reasons 
|| for it. 
| 3y unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. It authorizes the Assistant Treasurer of the 
United States at New York to appoint, from time 
to time, with the coifsent and approbation of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| during the war, and for war purposes; to repair || Secretary of the Treasury, such other clerks, mes- 


them, and to extend them, and to complete those i sengers, and watchmen, in addition to those al- 
that were commenced, if it was necessary; not || ready employed by him, as the exigencies of the 
doubting that they would exercise this power with || public business may require, at rates of compen- 
discretion. I do not doubt that they have. I have || sstion to be fixed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
no reason to believe that they have at all, in any || ury; but such rates in no case are to exceed those 
particular, abused the power granted in that bill; || now allowed by law to the persons similarly em- 


in the bill after it had passed the Senate, is to cast 
| an implication upon some of our clerks that is 
entirely groundless and wrong. 

If anybody is to blame for it I am to blame; for 





ordinary way, as the Globe will show; and I sup- 
osed it was perfectly understood by the Senate. 
did intend to confer upon the executive gov- 
ernment all the power that they wished during 
this rebellion to crush it. I intended to give them 


that is another thing. 
Mr. GRIMES. You are mistaken in saying 


the Senate. 
Mr. WADE. 


The gentleman says I did not 
| explain it. 


| 

| I moved it in the Senate in the usual 
|| way, and showed how the bill would read with 
||} the amendment. Thatis all I claim about it. I 
| do not think I made a speech on the amendment; 
|| [donot remember that I did; but I moved it in the 
| usual way in amending a bill. I believe the Sen- 
i! ator does not intend to say that I did not move it. 





but the idea that anybody interpolated these words | 


I moved to insert these words, in my place, in the | 


this great and extraordinary and unusual power. | 
I do not believe they have abused it. Ifthey have, | 


| that you explained it. You did not explain it to | 


| ployed in his office. It further authorizes the 

|| Assistant Treasurer at New York, with the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Treasury, to appoint 

|| a competent person from among his clerks, to be 

|, called the deputy assistant treasurer of the United 
States. The deputy assistant treasurer, in addi- 
tion to the duties performed by him, and any other 
which he may be required.to perform by the Assist- 
ant Treasurer, is authorized to witness the execu- 
tion of any and all transfers of Government stock 
and powers of attorney, and sign all receipts for 
vatent fees and bullion receipts, with like effect as 
if they were witnessed and signed respectively by 
the Assistant Treasurer in person. The deputy 
assistant treasurer is to receive an additional com- 

| pensation of $1,000 per annum, but the total com- 
pensation received by him is not to exceed $3,000 
ver annum. The sum of $2,500 is appropriated 
»y the bili for the purchase of blank checks for 
the use of the sub-Treasury, 

Mr. SHERMAN. The passage of the recent 
Treasury note bill makes it necessary to have an 
additional clerical force in that office. This bill 
is introduced for the purpoge of authorizing that 
inerease; but the apprepsiation for the clerks and 
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messengers is indefinite, and I therefore desire to 
offer an amendment to it. 
word ** watchman,” in the twelfth and thirteenth 
lines of the first s« ction, the words ** for the cur- 
rent and next fiscal year;”’ so that the clause will 
sam Mo 
reaga: 

The compensation for such additional clerks, messen- 
gers, and watchmen, for the current and next fiscal year, 


shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury not other- | 


wise appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to move another 
amendment, at the end of the first seetion to in- 
sert the following: 

Estimates for compensation for such additional clerks, 
messengers, and watchmen, for the next fiscal year, shall 
be submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury with his 
annual cstimates. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


and the amendments were concurred in, and or- | 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a | 


third time. It was read the third time, and passed. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 203) 


making appropriations for the legislative, execu- | 


tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 


the year ending 30th June, 1863, and additional 
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word ‘* two,”’ and insert ** one;’’ and in line three 


It is to insert after the |, hundred and twelve, strike out the word ** two,”’ 


and insert *‘ five;’’ so that the clause will read: 
For contingent expenses of the office, $1,500. 


The next amendment of the committee was, in 
the appropriation for contingent expenses of the 
Department of the Interior, in line three hundred 
and ninety-three, after the word * dollars,’’ to 
insert the following proviso: 

Provided, That the said journals and documents shall be 
sent to such libraries and public institutions only as shall 
siguify a willingness to p&y the cost of the transportation 
of the same. 

So that the clause will read: 

| For expenses of packing and distributing congressional 
journals and documents, in pursuance of the provisions 
contained in the joint resolution of Congress, approved 23d 
January, 1857, and act Sth February, 1859, $6,000: Provided, 
That the said journals and documents shall be sent to such 
libraries and public institutions only as shall signify a will- 
ingness to pay the cost of tlre transportation of the same. 

The next amendment of the committee was, in 
the appropriations for the War Department, after 
line five hundred and four to insert: 

For compensation of additional clerks, messengers, and 
laborers in the offices of the Secretary of War, Adjutant 
General, Surgeon General, Quartermaster General, Pay- 
master General, Chief Engineer, Chief of Ordnance, and 
Commissary General, appointed under authority of act of 
January 27, 1862, $63,360. e 


The next amendment of the committee was, in 


| 
| 


; : the appropriations for the Nz DE , , 
appropriations for the year ending 30th June, || the appropriations for the Navy Department, after 


1862, which had been reported from the Commit- | 


tee on Finance with amendments. 

The Secretary read the firstamendment reported 
from the committee, to strike out lines fifty-eight | 
and fifty-nine of the bill in the clause for the con- 


tingent expenses of the Senate in the following '| Phil 


words: 


For binding documents and purchase of blank-books, 
$2.590. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. With the consent 


of the Senate, the Secretary will continue to read || 
the amendments of the committee, and the ques- |) 


tion will be taken on such as are not objected to | 
together. ‘The next amendment will be read. 
The Secretary read the amendment, to insert on 
page 4, under the contingent expenses of the Sen- 
ate, the following: ° 
For Congressional Globe, and binding the same, $30,000. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to move an amend- || 


ment to that amendment. There wasa little mis- 
understanding in the committee in relation to it, | 
and it has since been investigated. 
an amendment to strike out the words reported 
there as an amendment, and to insert what I send 
to the Chair: 


For printing the Congressional Globe and Appendix, || 


which are hereatter to be bound under the supervision of 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, according to the pro- 
visions of section five of the * joint resolution in relation | 
to the public printing,’ approved June 30, 1860, $18,000. | 
The amendmentto the amendment wasagreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
jection to the amendment as amended, the next 
amendment of the committee will be read. 


The Secretary read it, after line sixty-one, to | 


strike out the following: 


To pay John C. Rives for printing five hundred copies of 
the Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States, from | 
1776 to 1783, for tye State Department, $15,000. 

The next amendment of the committee was, 
after line sixty-eight, to insert the following: 

For the usual additional compensation to the reporters | 
of the Senate for the Congressional Globe for reporting the | 
proceedings of the Senate for the second regular session of | 
the Thirty-Seventh Congress, 3800 each, $4,000, 

The next amendment of the committee was, in 
the appropriations for contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives,to strike out, in line 
one hundred and nineteen, the words “*twenty-five 
hundred,’’ and to insert ‘ eighty-nine thousand ;”’ 
so that the clause will read: 


For binding documents, including the Congressional | 


I will move | 


If there be no ob- || 


line five hundred and ninety-seven, to insert: 

For compensation of additional clerks in the office of the 
Secretary of the Navy, appointed under authority of act of 
the 27th of January, 1862, $4,500. 


|| The next amendment of the committee was, in 
! 


the appropriations for the United States Mint at 
adelphia, in line six hundred and seventy- 
| seven to strike out ‘thirty’ and insert * fifty;”’ 
| so that the clause will read: 


|| For incidental and contingent expenses, including repairs 


| and wastage, $50,000. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is an amendment 
that the committee wish made, on page 30, that 
may as well be acted on as we go along. Itis in 
| line seven hundred and seven, in the appropria- 

tions for the territorial government of New Mex- 
| ico, to strike out ** fifteen’’ and insert ‘*twenty,”’ 
| and also to strike out the proviso, in the following 
| words: ° 


} 


Provided, That the surplus, if any, of said appropriation 
may be used for the repair of the palace buijdings, and the 
revision of the laws of New Mexico. 


And to insegt in lieu thereof: 


Provided, That $5,000, or so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary, shall be used to revise and print the laws of New 
Mexico. 


| So that the clause will read: 


For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000: Provided, That $5,000, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be used to 
revise and print the laws of New Mexico. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
strike out the second section of the bill in the fol- 
| lowing words: 
| Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That, in addition tothe 
clerical and other force of the War Department, the follow- 
| ing clerks, messengers, laborers, and non-commissioned 
| officers be, and are hereby, authorized to be employed 
| therein: Provided, That when Congress shall fail to make 
appropriation for the payment of said employés, the offices 
shall be deemed thereby abolished. 

Office of the Secretary of War: 

Two clerks of the third class, and two clerks of the sec- 
ond class. 

Office of the Quartermaster General : 

Two clerks of the third class, three of the second class, 
| five of the first class, and one messenger. 

Office of the Commissary General : 
| One clerk of the third class, two of the second class, and 
| one laborer. 

Office of the Chief Engineer: 
One clerk of the first class. 

Office of the Surgeon General : 
One laborer. 

Office of the Paymaster General : 


Four clerks of the second ¢lass, four ofthe first class, and 
one messenger. 


} 





Giobe, $89,000, | Office ot Chief of Ordnance: 
; “ , . . | One clerk of the third class, two of the second class, and 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The committce move to |} one of the first class. ; , 


amend that amendment by striking out the whole 
clause entirely. It is intended to strike out both || 
the *twenty-ive hundred” and all included within | 
those two lines. 

The amendment to the amendment wasagreed to. | 


The next amendment of the committee was, in || 
the appropriation for the contingent expenses of 
the ofhce of the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, 
in line three hundred and eleven, to strike out the | 


Office of the Adjutant General: 
Three clerks of class threc, four of class two, thirteen 
of class one, and ten non-commissioned officers from the 


that purpose, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. That section was drawn 
up before we had passed a law with reference to 
these new clerks. 
on the subject, in which they are all provided for, 
and this section is therefore unnecessary. 


We have since passed a law | 






February : 28, 


"  — — 
| 
| 








The next amendment of the committee was, in 
i! the third section, after line five, to insert the fo]. 
lowing: 

1) 

| 


| For paperand printing blanks forthe Executive Depart- 
|} ments, $30,000. 


|| The next amendment of the committee was, in 
|| line fifteen of the same section, tostrike’out “ fiye” 
| and insert ** four;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe anq 
Appendix for each member and Delegate in the first regular 
session of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $4,778 40. — 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In order to divide the 
space a little better between lines twenty-four and 
twenty-five of that section, I move to insert the 
words: 

For contingent expenses of the Senate, namely. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is that a separate 
amendment, or anamendment to the amendment? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I propose itas a separate 
amendment, simply to divide the space. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection to this amendment, the next amendment 
of the committee will be read. 

The Secretary read it, to insert after line twenty- 
four of the same section, the following: 

For compensation of three messengers appointed under 
| authority of a resolution of the Senate of July 19, 1261, 
| $3,600, 
| The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section to insert, after the last amend- 
ment, the following: 

For binding, $20,000. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, after the last amendment, to in- 
sert the following: 

For lithographing and engraving, $30,000. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, after the last amendment, to in- 
Sert the following: 

For stationery, $12,000. 





The next amendment of the committee was in 
| the same section, after the last amendment, to in- 
| sert: 

For reporting proceedings, $3,000. 

The next amendment ef the committee was in 
the same section, after the last amendment, to in- 
| sert: 

For Congressional Globe and Appendix, at the first ses- 
sion of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $6,184 20. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, after the last amendment, to in- 
sert: 

For clerks to committees, pages, horses, and carryalls, 
$7,000. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
| the same section, after the last amendment, to 
| insert: 

For miscellaneous items, $30,000. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, after the last amendment, to 
insert: 

For Capitol police, $1,500. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, to strike out the following clause: 

For expenses of the investigating committees of the 
| House of Representative and the Senate, appointed at the 
|| first session of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $5,000. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, to strike out the following clause: 

For compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois and 
Missouri, $2,000. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to except that amend- 
ment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be excepted. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
the same section, after line forty-eight, to insert: 

For contingent expenses of the office of the Fourth Audi- 
tor, $700. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert at the end of the third section the following: 


For compensation of additional clerks, messengers, and 

laborers in the offices of the Secretary of War, Adjutant 

| General, Surgeon General, Quarterinaster General, Pay- 

| master General, Chief Engineer, Chief of Ordnance, and 

Commissary General, appointed under authority of act of 
January 27, 1862, $26,400. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 














|| Army ; and the sum of $70,000 is hereby appropriated for || add at the end of the third section the following: 


| For compensation of two Assistant Secretaries of War, 
|| appointed under act of January 22, 1862, one year from the 
date of their appointment, $6,000. 


| The next amendment of the committee was to 


| add at the end of the third section the following: 
| For compensation of additional clerks in the office of the 
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secretary of the Navy, authorized by act of January 27, 
p62, $2,000. 

The next amendment of the committee was to || 
add at the end of the bill, as an additional section, 
the following: | 





_—. “And be it enacted further, That the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized to expend during the | 
tise al vear ending the 30th of June, 1863, so much of the 
at propriation of 2d of March, 1861, as he may deem expe- 
‘dient and proper, not exceeding in the whole $10,000, for 
compensation to the United States marshals, district attor- 
neys, and other persons employed in enforcing the laws for 
the suppression of the slave trade, forany services they may 
render, and for which no allowance is otherwise provided || 
tor by law. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. These are all the 
amendments of the committee. The question will 
be put on all the amendments together, except the 
one objected to by the Senator from lowa. 

The remainder of the amendments of the Com- 
mittee on Finance were agreed to. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The question now 
is on agreeing to the amendment reported by the 
Committee on Finance, to strike out lines forty- 
four and forty-five in the third section, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

For compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois and 
Missouri, $2,000. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Public 
Lands have learned from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office that it will be improper 
to transfer the books and papers of that office to 
the State authorities during the coming year; that 
the office work will occupy thé whole force for 
another year. Hence it appears to the Committee 
on Public Lands improper to direct that office to 
be abolished at this time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We refused to make an 
appropriation last year for that very purpose, as 
the Senator will recollect. It has gone on, how- || 
ever, and not only is this appropriation put in || 
here for the present year as a deficiency, but there 
is also, on another page, an appropriation for the 
coming year. ‘The Senator will recollect that we 
had a debate in the Senate on the subject of this | 
surveyor general of Illinois and Missouri. The 
business there, or at least all the surveying, has 
been done some time ago.. We would not make || 
any appropriation for it, and the House concurred 
with us. It has been kept up, however, and we 
now have not only an appropriation for a defi- 
ciency, but an appropriation for the next fiscal | 
year. Why has this work not been finished? I 
should like to have some information from the 
Senate in reference to it. Congress indicated its 
intenuon when we passed the appropriation bill 
of last year, and made no et Itseems, 
notwithstanding the legislation of Congress, that 
they demand the same sum for the current year, 
and also forthe next. Ifthisamendment succeeds, 
I shall also move to strike out of the bill the ap- 
propriation which has been put in on another page 
for the next year, (1863.) Is there to be no end 
to it? What is the explanation of it? 

Mr. HARLAN. The only explanation I have 
is, that [ learn from the Department that the work 
in that office cannot be completed short of the 
conclusion of the coming fiscal year, I might re- 
mark perhaps, in addition, that although Congress 
withheld the appropriation for the present fiscal 
year, it also passed a law increasing the labor in 
that office by reviving an old law authorizing 
claimants to present private land claims under 
some old Spanish sal Wrench grants, and these | 
have not all been disposed of. 

_ Mr. PEARCE. We have been endeavoring 
for more than a year to put an end to these appro- 
priations. The Committee on Finance recom- 
mended it two years ago, if I recollect aright; and || 
we were then told that the coming year would see 
the business of the office wound up, and the papers 
transferred. It seems very difficult to bring a 
thing of this sort to a conclusion; and Lam rather | 


disposed to do it by the strong hand, and put it | 
down. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, I now move, in order to 
carry it out, as we have struck out the appropri- 
ation for the present year, the same amendment 
on page 19, to strike out lines four hundred and 
thirty-seven and four hundred and thirty-eight: || 


For compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois and | 
Missouri $2,000. i 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. 
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If the chairman of the Com- || 











mittee on Finance has got through with hisamend- 
ments, | desire to offer an amendment from the | 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have finished all butone 
which I defer for the present. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on the Library to offer two amend- 
ments, the first of which I now send to the Chair. 
It is to insert at the end of the second section, after | 
line sixty-eight, the following: 

To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings to re- | 
place the thin glass in the roof of the Library of Congress 
with glass of a proper thickness, and to ventilate the Li- 
brary, $900. 

I will state briefly for the information of the 
Senate that the roof of the library is made of thin 
glass, and it is constantly breaking. On last 


were broken, and the broken glass fell through 
and broke some panes of fine painted glass in the 
ceiling. It is necessary, therefore, to protect the 


| roof of the library by putting in thick glass. That 


is the object of the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have another amendment | 
which I send to the Chair, to follow the one just | 
made: 

For putting the plates of the exploring expedition in order 
for preservation, and transporting them and the other effects 
of the expedition to Washington, to be preserved in some | 
of the public buildings, or at the Smithsonian Institution, 
$2,000, to be expended under the direction of the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library of Congress ; and if any part of this 

propriation shall remain unexpended for these purposes, 
the same may be applied, if necessary, to the completion 
of volume twenty-three of the works of said exploring ex- 
pedition, or to the payment of any arrears of rent or claims | 
for services due on account of said works. 


This is the last of the exploring expedition of 
which the Senate have heard so much during the 
many years previous, for the present. The object 


| of the amendment is to bring to Washington all 


the effects of the expedition, and all the plates, 
near one thousand in number, including those of 
natural history, and the plates of the charts, all 
of which are of great value, to deposit them for 
preservation in some of the public buildings here, 


| after having them properly cleaned and waxed, 


that they may be ready for use if they should be 
required hereafter, as doubtless thay will be, and 


| certainly the charts; for they have been heretofore | 


in great demand for the mercantile marine, and 
sometimes for the naval service. We propose now 
to wind up the publication, though all the works 
of the expedition have not been completed, some 
four or five volumes being either not fully prepared 
for publication or only partly printed. The com- 
mittee have determined, under all the circum- 
stances, that it is better to stop the publication 
here, even though the works be incomplete. ‘The 


| sum asked is required to enable us to pay rent of 
| a fire-proof building in Philadelphia and of an 
| office here, which will be due at the end of the 


present year, and to defray the expenses of trans- 
portation, as I have mentioned, and also to pay 
for the services of the superintendent, whose ser- 
vices cannot be dispensed with until the property 


| shall all be brought here and deposited in some of 


the public buildings. I hope there will be no ob- | 
jection to the amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 1 propose 


|| to make a slight amendment, which I think neces~ 


sary in the second proviso on the 2d page in the | 
clause making appropriations for legislative ex- | 
penses. It now reads: 

‘ind provided further, That the foregoing proviso shall 


not be construed to give any more mileage than is allowed 
by existing laws. | 


I desire to amend that by striking out the word 


| © any,’’ and to change the rest of the proviso so 


as to read, ‘* more than two mileages to the mem- | 
bers of the present Congress,’ in order to leave 
nothing for construction hereafter; but pr@viding 
simply that we take the mileage at this session, 


| and that it shall be understood that there shall be | 


no more mileages for this Congress. I believe we 
are entitled to but two mileages. 1 think it was 
a mistake to take the mileage at the called session, 


| and that the mileage provided for in this act is not 


due until the next session of Congress; but as we 
propose to take it, I think the,provision ought to 
be amended so that it will be understood by Con- 
gress and by the country that no more mileage is 
due to us during the present Congress. 


| 
| 
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ator a change of the phraseology of the proviso, 


| so that it shall read: 


-Ind provided further, That the foregoing proviso shall 


not be construed te give mileage for more than two sessions 


of the present Congress. 

That will answer his purpose. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is the same idea. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Itis the same idea, but cor- 
recting the phraseology. I think it is very clear 
as it Is now. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Iacceptthat. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have some amendments to 
offer which I am directed by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to move to the bill. I send one 
up to the desk to insert on page 9, under the head 


_ of ** Department of State,’’ between the two hun- 
Monday when we had a wind storm, sixty panes || 


dred and third and two hundred and fourth 
lines 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest to the Sen- 


ator to put the amendment in some other place, 





| after the two hundred and fifth line if he pleases, 
because the next head is *‘ for the incidental and 


contingent expenses of said Department.”’ 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; it is better there. 
I move to insert on page 9, after line two hundred 
and five, the following: 


For losses on drafts of consuls, marshals of the United 
States, consular courts, and interpreters for the period end- 
ing June 30, 1863, $10,000. 


If any Senator needs an explanation of the 


/ amendment, I have an explanation furnished me 


from the Department of State. I suppose it is not 
necessary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to hear the 
explanation. An appropriation is usually made 
for this purpose in the consular appropriation bill, 
and if this 1s in addition to that appropriation | 
should like to know the reason for it. 

Mr. SUMNER. The occasion for it now is, 


| that the appropriation usually made has run out. 


1 
| 
| put them both. 


| 





| 18 not the question. 


There is at this moment but $90 94 in the Treas- 
ury for this purpose, and the object is to make 
yroper provision for these cases. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithas been usual to put this 
appropriation in the consular bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. It has been usual to put itin 
the consular bill; but it was not put in that bill, 
and this is to supply the deficiency occasioned by 
its not being there. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have another amendment to 
follow that: 

For an increase of the salary of the consul general of 
the United States at Havana, to commence June 30, 1862, 
$1,500, and the said salary is permanently established at 


| $7 000. 


If any explanation is needed I have it here. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 


| to put that amendment after line two hundred and 


three, before the appropriations for the incidental 
expenses of the Department. : 
Mr. SUMNER. That is where I proposed to 


Mr.SHERMAN. Isthat amendmentin order, 
to change an existing law on an appropriation 
bill? Perhaps it is in the Senate; it is not in the 
House of Representatives. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair appre- 
hends that it is in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I am opposed to the 
amendment, and call for the yeas and nays upon 
it. Lintend, in all cases, to vote against an in- 
crease of salaries, unless there is some especial 
reason for it. I think the salary of the consul 
general at Havana, $6,000, is amply sufficient to 
compensate a political patriot who may choose to 
go there and reside, and perform the duties of that 
office. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the question were as the 
Senator states, the compensation of a political 
patriot, [ should agree with him entirely; but that 
It is a question whether the 
present compensation is adequate for the demands 
upon the consul at that place; and in regard to 
that I am furnished by the Secretary of State with 
a statement which I will read. I ask the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio to it. 

“TI embrace this occasion” — 
says the Secretary in the letter which I have here— 


‘to invite your attention to the expediency of increasing 
the compensation of the consul general at Havana, so as to 


| make it at least equal to that of the consuls at London and 


Liverpool. The number of American vessels which enter 


and clear at Havana is more than three times as great as at 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest to the Sen- |! Liverpool, and more than four times as great as at London. 
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The expenses of the consulate for clerk hire and contingen 
cies are large, and the consul general is not only required 
by circumstances to extend his hospitality to his tellow-cit- 
izens visiting Cuba, but also to make large contributions to 
his countrymen who find themselves in a necessitous con 
dition on the island. 

** Underaregulation of the Governor General of Cuba, all 
the business of the United States consulates in Cuba with 
the chief authorities at Havana is required to be transacted 
through the medium of the consul general. This require 
ment necessarily involves a considerable addition to the 
clerical work of the consulate general, which is paid by the 
consul general from his own salary. 

« During the present rebellion the labors of Mr. Shufeldt, 
our consul general, have been unceasing, and the Depart 
ment has had constant occasion to commend his energy, 
prudence, and foresight. The information which he has 


communicated weekly has also been of great service to the | 


Department and in our naval operations. 

* I feel, therefore, that Lam doing only an act of justice 
In renewing the recommendation, which bas heretofore 
been made by my predecessors, both Mr. Marcy and Gen 
eral Cass, thatadditional compensation be provided for this 
consulate general. (See Executive Document, No. 68, 
Thirty-Pitth Congress, second session, pp. 457, 462.) 

**] make this recommendation with the more confidence 
in view of the provition of the law made by the last Con 
gress, (see Session Statutes, second session, p. 220,) di 
reeting the Seerctary of State ‘to audit and settle the ac 
counts of Charles J. Helm, consul general of the United 
States at Havana, upon the principles of justice and equity, 
for the expenses incurred by him in preparing and making 
the reports and returns, and bringing up the arrearages ol 
the business of bis predecessor in that office, end for extra 
clerk hire in his office, and for moneys advanced to desti- 
tute American citizens, and for extra rent, and to pay the 
amount thereof, not exceeding the sum of $8,768, out of 
any mouey in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.’ ”’ 

Then the letter proceeds: 

“Tt will be seen from the provision thus made that the 
Congress of the United States considered it just that the 
jate consul general should be compensated for his losses in 
sustaining the office, 

in case 
leave to suggest that it be made to commence with the be- 
ginning of the current fiseal year.” 


I have drawn the amendment in conformity 


State, and this statement from the Secretary, it 
seems to me, sufficiently explains it 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no doubt astatement 
could be obtained from the Secretary of State in 
favor of increasing the salaries of all the officers 
of the Government a hundred per cent., because 
he is a generous, liberal, free-handed man. This 
does not satisfy me that $6,000 is not an amply 
sufficient salary for the consul at Havana. I re- 
member the case of Helm very well. Helm, it was 
said, employed additional clerk hire to bring up 
the duties of his predecessor, which I think were 
in arrears some three years, and he showed dis- 
bursements to the amount of $8,000. He did not 
pretend te claim more than his salary; but if I re- 
member aright he claimed that he had disbursed 
thatamount of money forclerical services in bring- 
ing ap the returnsand official reports of his prede- 
cessor. Mr. Helm, | will state, wasa citizen of 
Kentucky; he was believed at the time to be a 
rebel, as he has since proved himself to be, for he is 
fighting with the secessionists, and it was rerarded 
as a matter of political favor to him by those who 
then controlled the Senate. The Senate inserted 
the appropriation in an appropriation bill; and the 
House of Representatives had to agree to it or 
defeat the bill. It was really a political job for 
Mr. Helm, at he time a secessionist; and it was 
given to him as a gratuity for services rendered 
to the southern confederacy—that was about the 
amount of ii—on the pretense that he had ex- 
pended money to bring up the business of his 
predecessor. I trust the Senate will not at this 
time tnerease salaries. Although this is but $1,500, 
it is only the commencement. We have already 
increased the expenses of the consular aad diplo- 
matic system largely, at the request of the Secre- 
tary of State; I forget how much, but I think the 
increase amounts to about $300,000. 

Mr. FESSENDEN,. Not so much as that. 

Mr. SHERMAN, We have increased the ex- 
penses very largely. We have made a great num- 
ber of new consuls, and have increased the salaries 
of some. This is another proposition to inerease 
a consular salary, and itis not in its proper place. 
if there was any great necessity for it, it must 
have been knowa a month ago, when the consular 
lull was before us, I do not think we ought to 
make it now. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the amendment 
will not prevail at this time. I think there area 
great many cases of real hardship among our con- 
sular officers; but ldo not consider this ene. I 
believe it is necessary to review and rearrange the 


the additional compensation be granted, 1 beg 
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| salaries of our consular agents. We have acon- 
| sular agent, for example, at Manchester, England, 


|| a place almost as expensive to live in as Paris, 


where the pay is only $2,000 a year, which is 
| totally inadequate. If this amendment prevails, 
I shall certainly desire to move one or two to pro- 
| vide for existing cases of extreme hardship. I do 


| not think, however, that this is a time to increase | 
the salaries of consular agents, or any other agents || 


of this Government. I hope the amendment will 
not prevail. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not desire to press this 
yroposition against the disposition of the Senate. 
f the Senate decide against it, I shall accept their 
| decision; but our present consul general at Cuba 

is understood to be a very meritorious officer; he 


has rendered essential service, as the Secretary of | 


State says in his letter; he has aided our naval 
expeditions, and he has been put to very consid- 
erable expense. Havana, I understand, is as ex- 
pensive a place as any city in the world, as ex- 
pensive, certainly,as Liverpool or London, where 


the salaries are $7,500; and it is proposed to put | 


this salary on the same level with Liverpool and 


London. I should like the Senate to give ex- | 


pression to their opinion upon it, and I shall be 
content. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- | 


stood the Senator from Ohio to request the yeas 
and nays on this amendment. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I withdraw the call. 


* The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SUMNER. I have one more amendment 
to offer, to come in at the same place: 

For rent of prison, wages of keepers of the same, and 
care of offenders, at Amoy, from July 1, 1860, to June 30, 
1861, in pursuance of the provisions of the act approved 
July 2, 1860, $858 27. 


| With regard to this, the Secretary of State 
with this recommendation of the Department of | 


writes: 
**] have also to request that an appropriation of @858 27 
be made for rent of prison, wages of keepers of the same, 


and care of offenders, at Amoy, from July 1, 1860, to June : ae ; 
|| the clause by reducing the appropriation from 


30, 1861, in pursuance of the provisions of the act approved 
July 2, 1860. No appropriation for this purpose has here- 
tofore been made. A copy of the communication, dated 
January 24, 1862, of, Mr. Hyatt, the late consul, in explana- 
tion of his claim for compensation for the above mentioned 
objects, is herewifh inclosed, and also the report of the 

| Comptroller of the Treasury, dated February 17, 1862, to 
whom the account of Mr. Hyatt was submitted by this De 
partment with a request to revise and adjust it.’ 


I have the letter of Mr. Whittlesey, the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, with reference to this ac- 
count, and the sum, as finally adjusted by him, is 
what I have named in the capplenat. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend the bill on 


pages 20 and 21, by striking out lines four hun- | 


dred and fifty-eight and four hundred and fifty- 
nine, lines four hundred and sixty-six, four hun- 
dred and sixty-seven, and four hundred and 
sixty-eight, and lines four hundred and ninety, 
four hundred and ninety-one, and four hundred 
and ninety-two, and to insert in lieu of them this 
provision: 

That from and after the Ist day of July next, and until 
otherwise ordered by the President, the Territories of Utah 
and Colorado shall constitute one surveying district, and 
the duties of surveyor general in said district shall be per- 
formed by the surveyor general of Colorado ; and the sur- 
veying district of Nevada shall be united to that of Cali- 
fornia, and the duties of the surveyor general of the former 
shail be performed by the surveyor general of California; 
and the transfer of the effects and archives of the said offices 
shail be made under the instructions of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the Senator 
wishes that to come in as an additional section at 
the end of the bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection to that 
course if it would better preserve the congruity of 
the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let the Senator move to 
strike ouf what he wishes to strike out, and then 
move to putin the other clause as an additional 
section, 

Mr. HARLAN. I will adopt the suggestion 
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
will then be on striking out. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know 
how much of the bill the Senator proposes to strike 
out, 
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For compensation of the surveyor general of the Terrj- 
tory of Nevada and the clerks in his office, $7,000, 

For rent of the surveyor general’s office in the Territory 
of Nevada, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidenta| 
| expenses, $2,000. : 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Does the Senator mean 
| to leave in the peers for Colorado? 
| Mr. HARLAN. I propose to leave that in, 
| because the surveying district of Colorado is to 
include Utah. 

The motion to strike out was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Iowa to 
insert, as an additional section, the words which 
have been read. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend the bill in 
line three hundred and fifty-eight, page 16, by 
striking out the word * recorder,” and adding at 
the end of that paragraph, in line three hundred 
| and sixty-two, the words ‘‘and that the duty of 
countersigning patents and other duties required 
by the existing laws of the recorder, shall be per- 
formed by the said Commissioner,’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the draughtsman, assistant draughtsman, 
clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, packers, watch- 
men, and laborers in his office, $175,440 ; and that the duty 
| of countersigning patents and other duties required by the 


existing laws of the recorder, shall be performed by the said 
Commissioner. 





I learn from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office that he would prefer to countersign 
the land patents in person, in order that he may 
| review the work at his own desk, and’ conse- 
quently the office of recorder in the General Land 

Office 1s a useless office. 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish toask the Senator 
from Iowa what the salary of the recorder is? 

Mr. HARLAN. ‘Two thousand dollars. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I move to amend 


$175,440 to $173,440. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move the following as an 
additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the President shall ap- 
point in the Department of the Interior, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, a competent person who 
shall be called the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, whose 
| salary shall be $3,000, payable in the same manner as the 
salary of the Secretary of the Interior, who shall perform 
such duties in the Department of the Interior as shall be 
prescribed by the Secretary or may be required by law, and 
who shall actas the Secretary of the Interior in the absence 
of that officer. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [ask if that comes from 
a committee ? 

Mr. HARLAN. It comes from the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The question being put, 
| The VICE PRESIDENT declared that the noes 
appeared to have it. 

Ar. HARLAN. I desire to record my vote in 
favor of the amendment, but Lam almost discour- 
aged from calling the yeas and nays from the re- 
sult of a similar call made by me some days since. 
1 however ask for the yeas and nays, and will 
| make an explanation 

Mr. FOOT and others. Move it in the Senate. 

Mr. HARLAN. I am advised by Senators 
around me to renew the motion in the Senate when 
the bill shall be reported to the Senate. 1 there- 
fore withdraw my call. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decides 
that the amendment is rejected. 

Mr. WILKINSON. On page 30, I think there 
_ is, perhaps, a mistake in printing the bill. I see 
there this clause: 


“ For salaries of Governor, three judges, and secretary of 








|| the ‘Territory,of New Mexico, $12,000.” 


For the other Territories on the next page, the 
appropriation is only $9,700. I move to strike 
out ** $12,000”? and insert * $9,700.’’ On looking 
at the statute, I see that the salaries of judges in 


‘| New Mexico are precisely the same as in Nevada 





and Colorado, so that $9,700 would be the proper 
amount. 


|| Mr. BROWNING. I wish to inquire of the 


| Senator whether the number of judges in all these 


| Territories is the same 
Mr. HARLAN. I move to strike out these || /€rrttories is the § . . - . 
|| Mr. WILKINSON. Yes, sir; three judges P 
'| eac . izi 2 spritory oO 
For compensation of the surveyor general of Utah, 1 each. he statute organizing the Territory = 
|| New Mexico provides that ‘* the Governor sha 
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have 









18 








super 
chief 
annu 
$1,8 
Mr 
of the 
“ Gr 
155, se 
Mi 
jt at- 
te nde 
Mi 
“OC 
of Jul 
M 
act o 
M 
July 
estin 
the 1 
ritor 
tory 
sala 
appt 
1862 
who 
not 
but 
each 
$12, 
M 
beer 
act ¢ 





mit 
sep 
A 
and 
the 
und 
ere 
bia 
ing! 
exc 
| 
am 
the 
in 
be 
col 


an 
tlo 
ate 
a | 
mi 
no 
thi 
th 
pe 


co 








to 
ch 


ral 
in, 


ty 
the 
aid 


ral 
rn 
ay 
se- 


nd 


lor 


nd 


ym 


an 


ap- 
the 
vho 
ose 
the 
rm 

be 
ind 
nce 


om 


tec 


es 
in 


re- 
ce. 


rill 


te. 
rs 
en 
re- 


les 


re 
ee 


is 


ed 





be an appropriation made of about siXty-seven | 


1862. 





superintendent of Indian affairs;’’ and that * the | 
chief justice and associate judges shall receive an || 
annual salary of $1,800,’’ and the secretary || 
61,800; which altogether makes $9,700. ‘ 
"Mr. FESSENDEN. I would call the attention 
of the gentleman to the estimates: 

“Territory of New Mexico: 

« Governor (per act of March 3, 1857, 11th Laws, page 
185, section 3,) $2,500.°? 

Mr. WILKINSON. That is what I estimate 
it at-—$1,500 as Governor, and $1,000 as superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The estimates proceed: 

“Chief justice and two judges, at $2,500 each, (per act 
of July 27, 1854, 10th Laws, page 311, section 1.)” 

Mr. WILKINSON. Itis not so in the organic 
act of New Mexico. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. This is by the act of 
July 27, 1854, and it is so with others. In the | 
estimates here the salary is $2,500 each; itis so in 
the Territory of Utah by law; it is so in the Ter- 
ritory of Washington by law; but in the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska it is not so much; there the 
salary is $2,000. I notice, however, that in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
1362, the amount was only put at $9,700 in the 
whole, but it is $12,000 for the next year. I can- 
not explain at this moment the difficulty about it; 
but the Governor at $2,500, three judges at $2,500 
each, and the secretary at $2,000, would make 
$12,000, which is the sum eee 

Mr. WILKINSON. The salaries must have 
been increased by an amendment to the organie 
act of this Territory. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Have you not the law of 
1854 before you? 

Mr. WILKINSON. No, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Are not the laws of 1854 
in that volume? 

Mr. WILKINSON. They are here. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will say to the Senator | 
that if the appropriation exceeds the amount pro- | 
vided by law it cannot be drawn out, so that there 
will be no difficulty about it. | 

Mr. WILKINSON. I will waive my amend- | 
ment for the present, and I will look at the statute. 

Mr. GRIMES. [I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee on the District of Columbia to offer, as a 
separate section, this amendment: 

Ind be it further enacted, That the sum of $100,000 be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated out of uny money in 
the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, in the 
erection and completion of a jail for the District of Colum- 
bia on Government reservation No. 13, in the city of Wash- 


ington: Provided, That the entire cost of said jail shall not 
exceed the sum hereby appropriated. 


hese a salary of $1,500 per annum, and $1,000 as } 
| 








I have only one word to say in regard to the 
amendment. I suppose everybody agrees that | 
there is a necessity that there should bea new jail 
in this District. | think that not only the mem- | 
bers of this body, but the people of the whole 
country are satisfied on that subject. I believe that 
twice, certainly once, two years ago last spring, 
an amendment was ingrafted upon an appropria- 
tion bill by an almost unamimous vote of the Sen- 
ate, appropriating $250,000 for the construction of 
a jail upon this reservation, No. 13. The Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia were unwilling 
now to appropriate that amount, and they thought 
thata jail might be built which would answer all 
the purposes of the District for some considerable 
period of time for $100,000, and be built in such 
a manner that it could be extended so as to ac- 
commodate the future wants of the District. I will 
state in regard to the position where it is proposed 
to place this jail, that it is upon a Government | 
reservation in the vicinity of the almshouse, out- 
side of the settled portion of the city, where the 





Senate has twice before determined that it should 
be placed. 


The amendment was agreed to—ayes twenty- 
four, noes not counted, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to insert after line 
five,on page 39, among the appropriations for 
the present fiscal year, the following words: 


For keeping in repair and partially furnishing the Post | 
Office building, to be expended under the direction of the | 


Postmaster General, $20,000. | 
I have in my hand a long communication from 
the Postmaster General, referring to a recom- 
mendation made by General Meigs, who had the | 
i 





oversight of all these buildings, that there should 
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thousand dollars for the purpose of completing | 


the General Post Office building. It is found now 
that the building, not being completed, is suffer- 


ing exceedingly, is very much injured by the) 
heavy rains washing it very badly, so that it is | 


absolutely necessary to make an appropriation in 


order to preserve the building. The clerical force || 

of the Post Office Department is also very badly | 
| accommodated; and it is necessary that some | 
more rooms should be furnished for their use. || 
There are a great many rooms in the new portion || 
| of the building that are built, but entirely unfur- 


nished. Instead of recommending an appropria- 


tion of $67,000 to complete the building, | have, | 


by the consent of one or two of the committee, 
drawn an amendment which appropriates only 


| $20,000, which the Postmaster General says will 


be enough for the preservation of the building, 


and to furnish the rooms he needs, if he can have | 


the expenditure of the money. I have drawn the 
amendment accordingly. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia to move the 
following amendment, to come in after line sixty- 
eight, on page 42, among the appropriations for 
the present fiscal year: 


For necessary expenses for supply of water fixtures, | 


pipes, hydrants, hose apparatus, and employment of firemen 
for the protection of the public stores and hospitals in the 
city of Washington, the sum of $10,000, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary for that purpose, to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary ofsWar: Provided, That no 
more than one fireman shall be employed at each store or 
hospital, and at a compensation not exceeding $500 per 


} annum. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. COLLAMER. [am directed by the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to move 
as an additional section to this bill, a bill reported 
by them in relation to the post office in Philadel- 
ok 
Calendar, 1 desire to put it on here. I offer this 
amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 


be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to carry 
into effect the provisions heretofore made by law for refit- 


| ting and preparing, in the city of Philadelphia, the building 


now owned by the United States, on Chestnut street, for the 
use of a post office and the holding of the United States 
courts in said city: Provided, nevertheless, That the whole 


expense of said alterations and improvements shall not ex- || 


ceed in cost the unexpended balance heretofore appropri- 
ated by law for that purpose. 


1 will state the object of it. There has been 


an appropriation already for the purchase of a site |+ 


and the erection of a post office in Philadelphia. 
They are ina very halcendides there about their 
post office. The lease is nearly out, and they are 
paying $5,000 a year rent, while this site is stand- 
ing idle, and can be readily fitted up for the post 
office with the balance of the appropriation which 


remains unexpended. The matter was committed | 


by law to the charge of the Postmaster General, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General; but the result of having so many men 
to consult about it was that nothing could ever be 
done, no decision could ever be obtained. This 
proposition is merely to enable the Postmaster 
General to carry the existing law into effect; it 
makes no additional appropriation. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
concurring in the several amendments adopted by 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have a sep- 
arate vote on the amendment with regard to the 
new jail in this District. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the Chair will 
put the question on all the other amendments to- 
gether. 

The amendments were concurred in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 


recurs on concurring in the remaining amendment 
agreed to as in Committee of the Whole, to ap- 


poo $100,000 for the erection of a jail in the || 


istrict of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lam satisfied that the pres- 
ent condition of the jail is seized upon as a reason 
for hurrying through this appropriation. For the 
last five years an effort has been constantly made 
to get a new jail erected here at the expense of 
the United States. Why is it that the people of 
Washington cannot have their own jail? Why 
cannot the corporation of this city provide for the 


. . } 
ia. As I never can get that bill up on the | 
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erection of a jail? Why is it that we are not 
called upon to furnish breakfast, dinner, and sup- 
per to every citizen of Washington? There is no 
| reason for this Government building a jail for this 
District, and the House of Representatives has 
uniformly on that ground opposed it. The muni- 
cipal authorities here have the power to levy 


|| taxes, and they have the power to build a jail to 


| keep their own vagrants in. We have a great 
variety of public buildings now which have been 
constructed at great expense. I see that the Sen- 


|| ate is in a temper to pase this proposition, but I 


| prophesy now that this jail, instead of $100,000 
| will cost $300,000; that is the lowest estimate ever 


|| made for it. I remember that two years ago the 


| Senate put on an appropriation bill an apereyane 


|| tion of $250,000 for a jail, and the very plans then 


| submitted to the Senate contemplated an expend- 
iture of more than that amount. If, at this time, 


| 
| 
|| you commence with $100,000, you will have to 


| pay much more in theend. Youre just seizing 
| this time when there is more necessity for a jail 
|| than ever before—a time that cannot last long, 
| for your jail will not be built until all these ex- 
| citing circumstances pass away—to erect an ex- 
| pensive public work in the city of Washington. 
For one Iam opposed to it; I desire to record my 
vote against it, and I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
‘| Mr. GRIMES. Whenever the Senator from 
Ohio is willing to embark in a scheme for revolu- 
tionizing the laws of the District, changing them 
| entirely, I shall be ready to join hands with him 
| and go into it; but, asthe laws are now upon your 
| statute-book and are administered, we have the 
entire control of the legislation and of the admin- 


i} 


|| istration of justice in the District of Columbia. 
|| Every man who is sent to the jail here is our pris- 





oner, and not the prisoner of ¢he District of Co- 
| lumbia. So long as the laws remain as they are, 
it is our business, and not the business of the 
pore of the District, to furnish some proper and 
|| humane method of detaining persons who have 
|| been committed by the authority of our laws, by 
| our own officers, and who are to be brought be- 
|| fore our own judges, and whose guilt or innocence 
| is to be passed upon and to be determined by our 
|| own juries. The Senator is altogether mistaken, 
[ think, so far as the Committee on the District 
of Columbia is concerned, in supposing that the 
present condition of the jail is seized upon in or- 
|| der to get this apgmgenee made. The present 
\| jail, I understand, cost about twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. There have been during the last fall 
as many as two hundred and thirty-eight inmates 
| at onetime. Itis designed to accommodate, some 
| of the persons connected with it say, in the neigh- 
| borhood of one hundred. I should think there 
could be somewhere in the neighborhood of sixty 
properly accommodated. The average number 
|| of persons in this jail before the breaking out of 








|| the present insurrection or rebellion wes about 

| one hundred and ten—nearly double the number 

|| that the jail can adequately accommodate. I have 
nothing further to say. If the Senate desire to 

) vote it down, very well. . 

|| Mr. TEN EYCK.. If there has been any one 

| subject during the present session of the Senate 

| 

| 


that has been the object of denunciation, it has 
been this jail in the city of Washington. It has 
justly called forth the condemnation of every Sen- 
| ator who has had any connection with it, with 
respect to the want of humanity there exhibited, 
arising in a great measure from the want of ac- 
| commodation. Now ‘ what is everybody’s busi- 
|| ness is nobody’s business,’’ according to an old 
| axiom; and althougi: this is the capital of the 
'| nation, in reality, from the very nature of things, 
| less attention perhaps is paid as a general thing 
by Congress to the interest of the community here 
than to any other locality which has a Represent- 
|| ative upon this floor, or upon the floor of the 
| other House. ' 

| Ina humanitarian point of view I desire thatan 
improvement shall be made in this respect, that 





| Columbia may not have occasion hereafter to give 
| utterance to his just indignation on account of the 
matters he there discovers in the different visits 

|| which he is called upon to pay to this jail. [ ap- 
| prehend the Senator from Ohio is perhaps slightly 
in error with respect to the general declaration he 

| has made, that this is the jailof the city of Wash- 
‘| ington. I have no doubt that many of the muni- 


|| the chairman of the Committee on the District of 


+ 
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cipal prisoners, so to speak, are confined within 
the walle of this institution, but the co irts of this 
city are 
court in this eit vy isa io deral « ourt, ¢ xclusively 
Seen ; 

Mr. GRIMES, 
eral mag 

Mr. TEN EYCK. So are the magistrates 
courts Federal courts. The smallest court in the 
city having jarisdiction of criminal cases is a Fed- 
eral court. ‘This is a place for the safe-keeping of 
offenders, where they are lodged until they may 


And the magistrates are Fed- 


strates 


be accused and tried, and for the safe-keeping of | 


those who are convicted for criminal offenses. 


Now, shall the cost of the erection of a new || 


structure of this kind be upon the inhabitants of 


the city alone, or shall it be borne in part, if not || 


wholly, by the Federal Treasury? It seems to 
me to be most appropriate that the Federal Gov- 
ernment should be at the expense of this struc- 
ture. I do not know whether or not this amend- 


ment embraces aProvision relative to the place for | 


holding the courts, because there was so much 
** noise and confusion”’ in the Chamber when the 
amendment was read that it was impossible to hear 


what was going on from the seat which I oceu- | 
pied; but we know also that the place of holding | 
the courts, as well as the jail, has been occupied 


jointly and conjointly by the Federal tribunals 
and by the city authorities, who hold couets for 
the trial of civil causes, &c. There is no doubt 
that we should be cautious, that we should be 
careful, that there is no raid committed upon the 


‘Treasury for the sole and exclusive advantage of 
the city; and yet, at the same time, | apprehend | 


it is proper and right that we should discriminate 
and not entirely withhold the appropriation of 
funds from the revenue of the country for the ben- 
efit, advantage, and convenience of the Federal 
Government, so to sheak. In this point of view, 
1 shall sustain and vote for the amendmentas pro- 
posed by the chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can tell the Senator from 
New Jersey why there have been so many abuses 
in this jail. It is simply because it is under the 
authority of the United States. As long as the 
municipal building here where you put your petty 


offenders, your litte thieves, your negroes who | 


are taken up for assault and battery, &c., is under 
the control ofthe marshal of the District, an officer 
paid by the United States Government, instead 
of being controlled by the city officers, you will 
have abuses. If you erect a magnificent palace, 


costing $500,000, you will have the same trou- | 


bles about the jail. Negroes will be held without 


all of them Federal courts, the criminal | 
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process just as well asin a poor jail. You will | 


have the same abuses that you have now. You 
must put the jail urder local authority; you must 
jut it under the authority of the grand jury and 
the municipality here in orderto get rid of abuses. 
Why ts it that the jails all over the United States 


are generally so well conducted? It is because | 


they ‘are controlled by the county commission- 
ers in the counties, by the municipal authorities 


in the cities; because they are controlled by a 


healjhy public sentiment. 


No abuse could be || 


i} 
| 
i] 

| 


permanent in a jail controlled by the authorities | 


of the city of Washifigton, because the people of 
the city themselves would rise and insist upon 
the correction of it. The reason why abuses have 
occurred In our juil here—and I have heard of them 
with as much regret as anybody—is bécause the 
marshal is beyond all power, beyond all control, 
unless you can control him, [tis because the men 
who control your jails are beyond your author ty 
You must put the places assigned for the punis 

ment of petty offenders under the costal of the 
judges, under the control of the city authorities, 


of this District, I believe, is embraced within two 
corporations. The cities of Washington and 
Georgetown, I believe, cover the whole territory 
of the District. 

Mr. PEARCE. No. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Is there a county outside 
of the two cities? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then there are three cor- 
porations covering the whole territory of the Dis- 
irict—the city of Washington, the city of George- 
town, and the county of Washington. If you 
place the jail under these local authorities, I think 
it will be well managed; there will be no tempta- 


i} 


1} 


tion to abuse. The offenders that are there are || 
| 


| of Washington and Georgetown all the powers of || 
a State, a county, and a municipal government, || 








offenders against the laws of the United States for 
the District. You do not put in this jail persons 
accused of treason. They are tried in the States 
where treason is committed, and they are con- 
victed there. In the States, the United States use || 
the jails of the various counties under an arrange- || 
ment made. Now, if you think it is just that the || 
United States shpuld aid the city authorities in | 
building a jail, lam perfectly willing to vote for | 
a law, to be framed by the Senator from lowa, || 
allowing the 7 authorities of Georgetown and | 
Washington to build a jail after their own plan, 
and let the General Government contribute a fair 
share of theexpense. I am willing at any time to || 
vote for such a proposition; but to vote for a prop- \| 
osition that will throw the whole burden of build- | 
| 





ing a jail—a magnificent jail, as it will be, if built 
by the United States—on the Government of the 
United States, at this time of trial, when we are 
under no more obligation to punish the petty | 
thieves, the shoulder-hitters, the persons who are | 
guilty of assault and battery in this District, than | 
we are anywhere else, is, I think, wrong. I, for 
one, will not vote for it; and I think you will find | 
| 


| 


that this proposition will be opposed in the House 
of Representatives, as italways has been. Let the | 
District Committee, who ought to have charge of 
this matter, bring in a bill to provide for the con- 
struction of a jail under the control of the authori- 
ties of the District, not under the control of the 
Secretary of the Interior, who ought to have noth- 
ing to do with it. id 

My friend from Tennessee [Mr. Jonnson] sug- 
gests that we might as well build a market-house 
for this city. Why not?) Why not build resi- 
dences for the citizens? Why not furnish them, 


as I asked before, with their breakfast, dinner, and || 


supper? We can make laws for them; but that | 
does not necessarily imply that we must make all | 
the people of the United States be at the expense 
of constructing the necessary buildings for their | 
municipal purposes. 
I have denne opposed this system and I al- 
ways shall. [ think the true way of disposing of |) 
this District is to vest in the municipal authorities | 


supervised, however, by Congress; to treat the | 
people of this District as you would treat any 

other subordinate authority to the Government of || 
the United States, giving them a right to control || 
all their municipal matters, to construct all their | 
public buildings, except such as you yourselves 
use for the transaction of the public business. A | 
jail, a poor-house, an asylum—except the general | 
asylums for the Army and Navy—all these local | 
buildings ought to be built by some authority | 
in the District of Columbia, under laws wisely | 
framed by Congress, the money to be disbursed || 
by the municipal authorities, to be collected by || 
taxes in the main, and let the General Govern- || 
ment contribute whatever is right and proper, in 


authorities in erecting public buildings. That is 4! 
the only proper system, in my judgment, and | 
shall vote against any appropriation of public 
money for building municipal institutions, in this | 
cit 


Rir. GRIMES. I suppose the Senator from 


NAL GLOBE. 


_under our authority. 


| regulated jail. 
| a liberal and manly spirit, to help the municipal |! 


|| Ohio has discovered, what I presume most of us 
|| have, that it is much easier to raise objections, to 
|| point out evils, than it is to undertake to remedy 
‘them. Why is it that the Senator himself, who 
has been so ao in public life, has not brought in 
a bill to remedy the evils of which he speaks? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave not been on the ap- 


|| propriate committee. 


committee that has special charge of the finances 
|| of this country. The amount of money that is 
|| appropriated from the Federal Treasury for the 
|| Support of institutions, for the pay of judges, 
| jurors, and witnesses, and so on in this District, 
|isaverylargesum. Has not the Senator’s atten- 
| tion beer attracted to it before? He asks why it 
i 


|| is not proper for us also to make an appropriation 
|| for a market-house. The answer is because our 


i} . 
| There is no sort of analogy between that case and 
| this. This jail is a place where we put men who 


‘| have violated our laws, men who have been tried 
| 


1 by our courts, who have been found guilty by our 


juries, who have been sentenced by our judges 


(| Mr. GRIMES. The Senator has been on a | 
and then these abuses will be avoided. The whole | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


'| laws do not control the markets of this District. | 
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Certainly it is not only 
competent but proper that we should find methods 
of punishing them. I should like the Senator a 
point out what method we ought to adopt to secure 
the erection of a jail in the District unless it is done 
by the United States, with the laws as they now 
stand. We have in this District three several 
jurisdictions. We have first the city of Washing- 
ton with its mayor and common council. Then we 
have the city of Georgetown with its mayor and 
common council. Then we have the levy court of 
the county of Washington, which controls things 
outside of those two corporations. How are we 
going toapportion the expenses of erecting a build- 
ing of this sort, among these several, jurisdictions? 
They are not bound together by any common 
authority, There is no board of county commis- 
sioners to control things here. There is no way 
by which you can equalize the assessments be- 
tween the different portions of the county of Wash- 
ington. If there 1s any such method, I should 
like to have the Senator from Ohio suggest to us 
the manner in which it can be accomplished. [ 
have given to this subject a good deal of attention; 
I have tried to devise some way I came into 
Congress with precisely the same ideas as to what 
was supposed to be the grasping disposition of 
the people of this District to acquire the public 


|| Treasury into their own control that the Sena- 


tor from Ohio has manifested here to-day; but 
after giving the subject all the consideration I 
could, [ have not been able to imagine any scheme 
by which we can secure the erection of a humane, 
decent, respectable, and strong jail, unless we do 
it ourselves. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I willanswer the Senator’s 
question. What practical difficulty is there in 
the way of forming a county organization, such 
as is formed in lowa or Ohio, for your laws are 
precisely similar to ours in that respect, I believe 


| —a county organization, embracing the whole of 


this District, and giving to county commissioners 
a subordinate municipal authority, a power to 
levy taxes within certain limits, as county com- 
missioners do in the States. County commission- 
ers erect jails in the States. Why not erect this 
District into a county with that organization? 
Mr.GRIMES. There area great many reasons 
why thatcannot be done. I do not propose to go 
into them here, and specify them in detail; but 
that subject has been under the consideration of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
we believed it was impracticable for us to dot. 
The Senator has said that the evils which are 
now complained of will always exist while the 
jail is under the control of the marslfal, who is 
beyond our jurisdiction. A great many of these 
evils, in the opinion of the committee, have re- 
sulted, not from the conduct of any marshal, but 
from the character of the jail itself. It has no 


|| ventilation; there are no water closets; there are 


none of the conveniences that exist in any well 
Now, are we to stand by with our 
arms folded, and wait for a board of commission- 
ers, if we should appoint one, or authorize the 
election of such a board, to levy a tax on the peo- 
ple of this District, and meanwhile allow white 
men and colored men to be thrown in and hud- 
dled together, two hundred and thirty-eight at a 
time, in such a jail as this, mixed up without any 


| * . . 
classification, no matter what may be the offense 


that may have been perpetrated? Why sir, the 


| jail itself, speaking not of the man who conducts 


it, but of the method of conducting it, and which 
results inseparably from the construction of the 
jail, is a stench in the nostrils of any man who 
has ever taken the trouble to investigate it. 

Mr. CLARK. It is admitted, I believe, by all 
that the management of the jail in this city is dis- 
graceful. It is under the control of the govern- 
raent of the District—of the marshal—under our 
control. We amit thatitis a disgrace to us, and 
has been for years. Now, as I understand it, the 
Senator from Ohio objects to making it anything 
else, to putting it in the proper position, because 
he thinks the authorities of Washington ought to 
doit. Isit not our jail? Does it not belong to 


us to reform it, if anybody? I suggest to the 
honorable Senator from Ohio that if we put itun- 
der the control of the people of Washington, itis 
not possible to make this jail what it ought to be. 
If you go into one of the cells where the men sleep, 
you will find twenty men, by the very force of 
circumstances, the want of room, put into one cell. 
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There you will find twenty together, and not any 
ventilation atall. You cannot make the jail any 
better by putting it under the control of somebody 
else. ‘Theevilis a radical one, and must be rem- 
edied by an appropriation, either to alter the jail, 
if that is possible, or to build a new one. There 
is no drainage, no sewerage, nothing by which 
anybody can try to make it such a jail as it ought | 
to be. | 

Now, shall we permit it longer to go on? Shall 
we take some other time as suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee? Is not now the time, and 
the best time to reform what has been said to bea 
stench in the nostrils of everybody? Itseems to | 
me that we ought to do it, and we ought not to 
throw it upon somebody else. It is our jail, our 
institution, and why should we not take it in hand? | 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think we | 

ought to-day either to make a new jail or put a 
rovision is this act that no person shall hereafter | 
e confined in the present jail; it ought no longer 
be used to imprison a human being in. It is not 
a question of admipistration. If the jail was well 
administered, I think it would be a decided im- | 
provement upon what it is; but no man on earth 
can make this prison what it ought to be. It was 
built in another age; we have outgrown it alto- 
gether; and itis pronounced by men who have 
witnessed the prisons of the world to be about the 
worst prison to be found on the globe. A French 
commission visited it during the last few months, 
and the head of that commission said to one of . 
the keepers, after he had visited it, that he had 
traversed most of the nations, examining prisons, 

and he had never found but one prison so bad as 

this; and this is our prison, built by us, admin- 
istered by us, for which we, the people of the 

United States, are responsible before the nations 
and before God. 1 hope we shall build a new 
prison, or else that we shall forbid the use of this 
prison to immure any human being on earth. 
This is not a question of administration. It is 
not a question to make a new marshal. If it was, 
I would vote for it just as heartily as I vote for 
the new prison; but it is a question to build a new | 
prison, and I believe the moral, humane, and 
Christian sentiment of this country will justify 
and sanctify the expenditure of $100,000 even in 
this crisis of the country, to erect a prison that 
shall be fit for the country and the age in which | 
we live. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 36, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Carlile, Chandler, | 

Clark, Collamer, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Henderson, Howard, Howe, 
Kennedy, Latham, McDougall, Morrill, Pearce, Pomeroy, 
Powell, Rice, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, Wilmot, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, and Wilson of Missouri—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Harris, Johnson, King, Lane of Indiana, 

Saulsbury, Sherman, and Stark—7. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HARLAN. I desire now to renew the 
amendment which I moved in committee, and 
which was then rejected: 


-4nd be it further enacted, That the President shall ap- 
point in the Department of the Interior, by and with the ad- | 
vice and consent of the Senate, a competent person, who 
shall be called the Assistant Secretary of the Interior,whose 
alary shall be $3,000, payable in the same manner as the 
salary of the Secretary of the Interior, who shall perform | 
such duties in the Department of the [nterior as shall be 
prescribed by the Sceretary or may be required by law, and 
who shallact as the Secretary of the Interior in the absence | 
of that officer. 


Mr. HARLAN. I send to the desk and ask for | 
the reading of a letter addressed to the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means of the | 
House of Representatives by the Secretary of the 


Interior, which explains the object of the amend- 
ment. 


The Secretary read the following letter: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
February 15, 1862. 

Sir: At the first session of the present Congress I had 
the honor to present for your consideration a request that 
Congress should provide for the appointment of an Assist- | 
ant Secretary of this Department. 

The neqgssity of such an officer for the correct and prompt 
discharge Of the duties of the Department has been felt by 
every Secretary since its organization, and, as will be seen 
by a reference to their reports, all have recommended a pro- 
Vision of law to authorize such an appointment. Appeals 
are taken to the Secretary from the decisions of the Land 
Office, the Pension Office, and the Indian Office, in cases 
invelving not only questions affecting the public interests, 
but frequently important private interests of great extent. | 


The decision of these questions requires the examination || 


| 


of large masses of testimony, the argument of counsel, and | 





oftlegal authorities, which impose upon the Secretary more 
labor than can be properly performed by any man. The 
assistance which the Secretary may derive from the labor 
of the clerks in the Department is not of a character which 
can relieve him of much of the labor required. He needs 
the aid of a good lawyer of industry and practical business 
talent, who can examine the cases presented for the decis- 
ion of the Secretary on appeal, and present the legal ques 
tions involved with the authorities bearing upon them. A 
person possessing the requisite taleat and legal Knowledge 
for the proper discharge of this duty, cannot be employed 
as a mere clerk. The position of an Assistant Secretary, 
with a salary of $3,000, would command the requisite qual- 
ifications. I deem it my duty, therefore, to again recom- 
mend that provision be made by law for the appointment 
by the President, with the advice and consent of the Sen- 


| ate, of an Assistant Secretary of the Interior Department, 


with a salary of $3,000, who shall perform such duties as 
shal] be assigned to him by the Secretary. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
CALEB B. SMITH, 


Secretary of the Interior. 


| Hon. Taappevs Stevens, Chairman Committee Ways and 


Means of House of Representatives. 


Mr. HARLAN. I think hat if this question is 
understood by the Senate there will be but little 
opposition to the amendment. I will state a very 
few facts in regard to it. In the first place, every 
other head of a Department connected with this 
Government has one or more assistant secretaries, 
We have an Assistant Secretary of State, an As- 
sistant Attorney General, an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury, an Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy, three Assistant Secretaries of War, and 
three Assistant Postmasters General. The Sen- 
ate has one standing committee on each of those 
subjects, but on the business that comes under re- 
view by the Secretary of the Interior we have no 
less than five standing committees—the Commit- 
tees on Pensions, on Indian Affairs, on Public 


Lands, on Private Land Claims, and on Patents | 


and the Patent Office. The business that arises 
under several of these bureaus is enormous, I 
shall speak of one alone, with which I am ac- 
quainted. There are various legal questions that 
have to be adjudicated by the Secretary of the In- 
terior with regard to private land grants, school 
lands, railroad grants, university grants, salt 
spring grants, land warrants, swamp lands, and 
appropriations of lands to aid in the construction 
of canals and the improvement of rivers. 
Although the sales of the public lands have been 
greatly diminished, the questions that arise under 
these laws, I have no doubt, have been greatly 
augmented during the embarrassments that now 
prevail, for every individual who has a claim 
against the Government is presenting it. I can- 
not speak with the same familiarity of the busi- 
ness that is under the review of the other four 


| committees to which I have referred; but I may 


state, in connection with this, that I think the | 
House of Representatives has six standing com- | 
mittees on the business that comes under the re- | 
view of the Secretary of the Interior. The amount | 
of money involved is but $3,000—about the salary | 
|| of two second-class clerks. 


The Secretary needs 
this officer, and his predecessors have said so, 
each, from the organization of that Department to 
the present time, and it seems to me ol 


demands. 


| ing the expenses of the Department very largely. 


j 
' 


He has dismissed no less than forty-eight clerks | 
in the Land Office alone, and I think he has as | 


largely reduced the number in proportion in the 
other bureaus. I mention this to show that the 
Secretary is not making this demand for the pur- 
pose of patronage, because he is reducing his pat- 
ronage as largely as is possible under the present 
embarrassed condition of the country. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Ido not believe that the 


Secretary of the Interior can discharge his duties 


faithfully, and at the same time investigate prop- 
erly and carefully all the legal questions that come 
before him. I, myself, in one preénfption case 
which came before the Secretary of the Intgyior, 


|| expended two weeks in taking testimony in the 
State of Wisconsin, and it was brought up to the | 


Secretary of the Interior with a mass of testimony. 
Ordinarily, heretofore, the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior has been obliged to leave these important 
cases to be decided by clerks, for he had no time 
to attend to them. It seems to me that after this 
war shall close, which I hope will be very soon, 
the Interior Department will have more basiness 
before it than any other Department of this Gov- 
ernment. The legal questions that are brought 


before the Secretary of the Interior to determine | 


ittle singu- | 
| lar if Senators can hesitate to give him what he | 
I may state that he has been retrench- | 
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in connection with the Indian Office, and the Land 
Office, and the Pension Office, are such that no 
man can discharge his duties faithfully as Secre- 
tary and be obliged to investigate personally all 
the cases that come before him. It seems to me 
that it would be a very wise provision to adopt 


| this amendment. 


Mr. HARRIS. The result of my own obser- 
vations during my short residence in Washing- 
ton, and my famuiarity with the Departments, 
leads me to concur entirely in the remarks made 


' 
by che two Senators who have addressed the Sen- 


ate. I believe, from what I have seen and ob- 
served, that the Interior Department requires an 
Assistant Secretary as much as any other Depart- 
ment in the administration of the Government. I 
am, therefore, without repeating what has been 
said by those Senators, entirely in favor of this 
proposition. I think it is an unjust discrimina- 
tion against that Department to give all the other 
Executive Departments an Assistant Secretary 


_and deprive the Secretary of the Interior of an as- 


| and the bill to be read a third time. 


sistam, who, I think, needs one quite as much as 
any other Secretary. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes twenty- 
six, noes not counted. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
The bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 

* ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. GRIMES, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 


| meet on Monday next. 





| of the Senator from Wisconsin ? 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that a member 
of the Senate be placed upon the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, in the place of Mr, Lane, of Kan- 
sas, who is absent. 

Mr. FOSTER. 
brigadier general? 

Mr. HALE. He will be here in a day or two. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand that he will 


Does the Senator refer to the 


| not be. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. What isthe motion 
Is it that Mr. 
Lane, of Kansas, be discharged from further 
service as a member of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs? 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that he be dis- 


charged from further service upon the Committee 


on Indian Affairs, and that the Chair appoint a 
member in his place. 

Mr. HALE. I only want to say that I saw 
yesterday a colonel, whose name I have forgotten, 
who came direct from Kansas; and he told me 
that General Lane would be here in his seat in 
the Senate within two orthree days. Under these 
circumstances, I hope this motion will be post- 
poned, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have seen gentlemen 
from there who have received a telegram (and that 
comes faster than a man can travel) saying that 
he is not coming. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I saw last night Colovel 
Delahay, whom I know very well, whocame right 
from General Lang, and he told me that he would 
be here the last of this week. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As there is such a strong 


| conviction on the part of gentlemen here that Mr. 
| Lane is coming back in a few days, | shall not 


press the motion now. I withdraw it. 
CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to take up the spe- 
cial order that has been passed over to-day, the 
bill of the Committee on the Judiciary (8. No. 
151) to confiscate the property and free the slaves 
of rebels. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move now that the Senate 
adjourn. 


[he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, February 28, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MILITIA RETURNS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, transmit- 
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ting the annual return of the militia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Militia, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


VIRGINIA ELECTION—JOSEPH SEGAR. 


Mr. DAWES. lLask permission of the House 
to make a statement in behalf of Colonel Segar, 
who was lately a m¢ morialist asking for a seat in 
this House. : 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DAWES. I send to tffe Clerk’s desk a re- 
port of some remarks which I offered in the dlouse 
when the case of Mr. Segar was up. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


“J say, Mr. Speaker, that the only paper which this gen- 
tleman presented here, on the strength of which he asked 
to be sworn in and to take his seat, and on the strength of 
which the House referred the case to the Committee of 
Elections, was simply the paper which I hold in my hand. 
It is a certificate in these words: 

1 certify that the above is a correct register of the votes 
polled at Hampton, Virginia, this 24th day of Octob@r, 1861. 

* ALEX. WORRALL, Clerk. 

** We, the undersigned, freeholders of Elizabeth City 
county, State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the above 
election was conducted agreeably to the call of F. H. Pier- 
pont, Governor of the State of Virginia, by proclamation 
lasued the 12th day of October, A. D. 1861. 

“THOMAS DOBBINS. 
“TT, 8. TENNIS. 

**T hereby certify that the above Thomas Dobbins and 
Theodore 8. Tennis were duly sworn by me as judges of 
election held at Hampton, Elizabeth City county, State of 
Virginia, this 24th day of October, 1861. 

“CAPTAIN N. M. BURLEIGH, 
** Provost Marshal at Camp Hamilton. 
** Witness: 
’Wintiam Bartrietr, Teller. 

"The two men who held the election at Hampton, the 
place of residence of the memorialist, where he keeps a 
at and where there were gathered together twenty-five 
votes for him in a box, certify to the fact that twenty-five 
votes were cast for him then and there, He took that cer- 
tifieate, brought it bere, and asked to be swornin. The 
House, in its wisdom, referred him and the certificate to 
the Committee of Elections, to inquire into the merits of 
that clection. The committee proceeded to discharge that 
duty. The claimant submitted to the committee the evi- 
dence on which he claimed his seat. He subsequently ob- 
tained from these men a codicil to their certificate. That 
codicil | will read to the House: 

* And we do further certify that there was no poll opened 
at any other precinet in said county, and that so far as we 
can learn and confidently believe, there was no poll opened 
or clection held for member of Congress in any other county 
or city or town of said first congressional district, owing to 
the fact that all the other counties and elector precincts of 
sald congressional district were, on the 24th day of October 
last, within the lines and under the influence and control 
of the seeeding and rebel States ; andave do further certify 
that at the election held in pursuance of the proclamation 
aforesaid, at Hampton, on this 24th day of October, 1861, 
in the said county of Elizabeth City, which is one of the 
counties composing the first congressional district of the 
State of Virginia, Joseph Segar, Esq., having received all 
the votes polled, was duly elected to represent the said first 
district in the Congress of the Unjted States. 

“Given underour hands and seals this 29th day of Octo- 
ber, 1861. 

* ALEXANDER WORRALL. [seat.] 
“THOMAS DOBBINS. — 
“T, 8. TENNIS. (SEAL. 

Having procured this certificate and this declaration 
on the part of these three men that he had been elected, 
Mr. Segar takes itto the Governor after he had had a hear- 
ing before the committee. The Governor, on the strength 
of it, issued a paper, which is by the gentleman from Ten- 
nesece (Mr. Maynarp] and by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CrirrenDEN] pronounced conclusive on this 
House.”’ > 


Mr. DAWES. The statement which I desire 
to make on behalf of Mr. Segar is this—that al- 
though it is true that the only paper which he 
presented as his credentials asking to be sworn in, 
is the one which I have referred to there, still he had 
the other certificate in his possession at the time. 
He had brought the wrong paper to the House, 
leaving the other inadvertently in histrunk. Hav- 
ing presented that one, and the House having 
referred his case to the Committee of Elections 
and ordered that paper to be printed, he came to 
the House the next day with the second paper in 
order to have it substituted for the first. He was 
informed, however, that the other paper had, by 
order of the House, gone to the printer. He de- 
sires to be put right on the record, to that effect. 

I desire further to state for him, that he did not 
go to Governor Pierpont for his proclamation. 
Governor Pierpont voluntarily offered to give him 
the proclamation. ‘lhe only communication he 
had with hin was by telegraph—telegraphing to 
him to-send him on his proclamation. These 

mpers he had in his possession before he had a 
vearing before the Committee of Elections, I 
stated there chat he brought them afterwards. In 
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point of fact he had them at the time, and they 
were ordered by the House to be printed. 

I desire to state further for him that, in point of 
fact he was not the keeper of a hotel at Hampton, 
but was part owner of a hotel at Old Point, which 
was carried on exclusively by his partner in busi- 
ness, and which he had no contro! of. 

One thing further, and I think I will have made 


all the aa he desires. In the course of | 


my remarks I called the attention of the House 
to the fact that he cited a law of the State of Vir- 
ginia to show that his certificate was in conformity 
to law, omitting in his citation a part of the law 
on which the whole question hinged. He desires 
me to state to the House that he omitted that be- 
cause he had supposed that it had no bearing on 
the case; that he omitted itin good faith, and for 


thatreason. On that point the committee differed | 
with him; but it is due to him that he should have | 


the benefit of his statement before the House, that 
he supposed it had 

lieve have made 

omitted anything I will make the correction. 


Mr. MAYNARD. [ask the gentleman from 


Massachusetts to add this fact, that at the time of | 


the election, and previously thereto, Mr. Segar was 


not in the district. The election was the work of |! 
Union men who desired to be represented, and || 


who chose Mr. Segar. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam glad to state what I am | 


reminded of by the gentleman from Tennessee, 


that when the election took place Mr. Segar was | 


in New England, and had no knowledge of it till 


he was informed of the proceedings by those who | 


participated in them. 
F. A. BEELEN. 
Mr. THOMAS, of eens by unanimous 


consent, reported from the 


printed. 
UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. SLOAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill to provide for the reorganization of | 


the Supreme, circuit, and district courts of the 


and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing: 

Resolved, That ten thousand additional copies of the 


Farewell Address of George Washington be printed for the 
use of the House, and that the trustees, professors, and 


teachers of the different colleges, academies, and common | 
schools in all the States be respectfully requested to have | 


said address prominently placed in their respective institu- 
tions, where the same may be read, and where the lesson 
of wisdom, patriotism, and Union which it teaches may be 
indelibly impressed on the youthful minds of the country. 


SPANISH BARK PROVIDENCIA. 


Mr. FISHER, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs a bill for 
the relief of the owners, officers, and crew of the 
Spanish bark Providencia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIAL LIMITS, ETC., OF NEVADA. 
Mr. CRADLEBAUGH, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced a bill to extend the territorial 
limits of Nevada and increasing the salaries of 
certain officers; which was read a firstand second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Territo- 
seme TERRITORIAL PROBATE COURTS. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH also, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill to define the jurisdiction 
of the probate courts inthe Territories; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


NEVADA PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. CRADLEBAUGH also, by unanimous 


consent, introduced a bill to provide the manner 
of surveying the public lands in the Territory of 
Nevada, and for the sale thereof; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 


SMALL NOTES IN THE DISTRICT 


Mr. F A. CONKLING. by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill to repeal that part of the 


o bearing on the case. I be- | 
1e statement fully; if I have | 
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_act of Congress which prohibits the circulation of 
bank notes of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars in the District of Columbia; which wa; read 

a first and second time, and referred to the 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 


NATIONAL ARMORIES AND FOUNDERIEs. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. I ask the consent of tho 
House to report from the special committee on 
national armories a joint resolution, with a vie 
of ss it on its passage at this time. 

_ Mr. WASHBURNE. Let it be read first fo, 
information. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides 
that there shall be established within the United 
States one national foundery east of the Alleghany 
mountains; and also one national foundery, one 
national armory, and one manufacturing arsenal 
westof the Alleghany mountains, and in the valle 
of the Ohio and Mississippi; and that to that end 
a commission of five citizens be appointed by the 
President to locate said founderies, armory, and 
arsenal, who shall, within sixty days from the 
_ time of their appointment, report to the Secretary 
_of War; that the Secretary of War shall, upon 
| the incoming of said commission, report the same 
| to Congress, together with an estimate of the 
amount necessary for the establishment of said 
| founderies, armory, and arsenal; and that there 
shall be appropriated to pay thé expenses of said 
commission, the sum of $5,000. 
| Mr. DELANO. I object. 
| Mr. MOORHEAD. Lask, then, that it may 
made the special order for one week from to- 

ay. 


Com- 


w 


| Mr. BAKER. I object. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. [I ask, then, that it may 


|| be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Sommittee on Foreign | 
Affairs a bill for the relief of F. A. Beelen; which | 
was read a first and second time, referred toaCom- | 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | 


state of the Union, and, with the report and ac- 
companying documents, be ordered to be printed. 
There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was received, read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and, with the report and accompanying 
| documents, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. I now ask that the joint 


| resolution be made the speeial order for this day 
United States; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, | 


two weeks. 

Mr. BAKER. I object. 

Mr. DELANO. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a minority report upon the 
same subject, to be referred and printed with the 
report of the majority of the committee. 

here being no objection, the minority report 
was received, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 
WILLIAM H. VAN HORN. 


Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of William H. Van 
Horn; which was read a first and second time, 


and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


ROBERT M’INTIRE. 
Mr. JOHNSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Robert McIntire; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 


ferred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. 





ENGINEER VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I call for the regular 


order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration, as a special order, of 
House bill No. 254,to authorize the employment 
of engineer volunteers, with amendments. _ 

The bill was read in extenso. The first section 
authorizes the President of the United States to 
accept the services of, or select and transfer from 
other regiments, a number of engineer volunteers 
in the proportion of one company to every brigade 
in the service; such engineer volunteers to serve 
for such time as the President may direct, not ex- 
ceeding three years nor less than six months, and 
to be disbanded at the end of the present war. 

The second section provides that the shall be 
subject to the rules sul waptialens governing the 
Army of the United States, and shall be divided 
into regiments, and fixes the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates in such 
regiments 

he third section provides that the Governors 
of the States furnishing said engineer volunteers 
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shall commission the field, staff, and company | 


officers; but where the State authorities fail to 
make such appointments, or in case of vacancies 
occurring through death, resignation, or other- 


wise,the President shall make appointments to fill | 


the yacancies. 


Section four provides that the officers, non-com- | 


missioned officers, and privates of said engineer 


volunteers shall, m all respects, be placed on the | 


same footing, as to pay and allowances, bounty, 
ensions, &c., as engineer officers and men of the 
regular Army. 

a. om . . 

The fifth section provides that the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates heretofore 


mustered into service as engineers, or sappers and | 
miners, shall, in all respects, be placed on the same | 
footing as to pay, orallowances, bounty, pension, | 


&c., as the engineer: officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates of the regular Army, and 
shall be paid as such for services already rendered. 


The Committee on Military Affairs reported to | 


amend by striking from the third section of the 
bill the following words: 


The Governors of the States furnishing engineer volun- | 


teers, under this act, shall commission the field, staff, and 


company officers requisite for said engineer volunteers ; but | 


in cases where the State authorities fail to make such ap 
pointments, or in the event of vacancies oceurring trom 
death, resignation, or otherwise, of officers commissioned 
by Governors of said States, the President shall make ap- 
pointments to fill all vacancies. 


And inserting as follows: 

The President of the United States shall commission the 
field, staff, and company officers requisite for the said engi- 
neer volunteers. 

Mr. WILSON. I was satisfied when this bill 
was reported from the Committee on: Military 
Affairs the other day, and the attempt was made 
to hurry it through without consideration, that it 


had a deeper meaning than appeared upon the face | 


of it. | have, from investigations made since that 
time, satisfied my mind fully that the bill has a 
deeper meaning than there appears upon its face. 

Now, sir, the effect of this bill is an increase 


of the present military force of the country from | 
eighteen thousand to twenty-five thousand men. | 


The first section of the bill provides that 
“The President be, and is hereby, authorized to accept 


the services, or select and transfer from other regiments, | 
a number of engineer volunteers, in the proportion of one | 


company to every brigade in service.”’ 


Now, sir, I understand that we have from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred brigades in ser- 
vice, and consequently we shall have an increase 
in the number of men equal to the number em- 
braced in each company, multiplied by the num- 
ber of brigades in the service. 


The number of | 
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|} construct? 
|| If itis not intended, in other words, to organize 


a force of laborers under the laws of the United | 
States, to be governed by the rules and regulations | 


| 

|| governing the Army, then I cannot see what this 

|| bill means. It certainly cannot mean that it is 

|| necessary to organize this force for the res 
of erecting fortifications, for our soldiers have al- 
ready erected those which are needed upon our 
frontier, and our Army has already penetrated into 
the heart of the enemy’s country. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Dol understand the gen- 
|| tleman from Iowa to state that the Government 
| has made a contract to build a railroad from Nich- 
|| olasville to Knoxville? 
|| Mr. WILSON. I only state that I have been 
|| so informed. I do not know oe that is the 
| fact or not. I have been inforMed that the Gov- 
|| ernment has made such acontract. Idonotknow 
whether the contract has been made, or whether 
|| the Government intends to carry on the work 
without a contract. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. From what source does 
the gentleman get his information? 

Mr. WILSON. 
my mind that such a contract or project is now 
contemplated by the Government. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. As the gentleman from 
Iowa is a member of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and seems to have investigated this subject, 
I desire to ask him a question. 
by what law the President has appointed a briga- 
dier general of railroads? 

Mr. WILSON. I do not know by what law 
that has been done. 


My information is that a person has been ap- 
pointed to the rank of brigadier general for the 
purpose of taking control of this force. 
my information. 
|| Mr.STEVENS. Isuppose the fact is this: we 
passed a law by which we authorized the Presi- 
dent to take possession of all railroads and to ex- 
|| tend them. I understand that it is designed by 
| the War Department to extend this railroad just 
|| as the gentleman from Iowa has suggested, and 
|| further, in order to give the engineer who super- 
intends it military authority over it, Mr. Stone has 
|| beenappointed brigadiergeneral—not of railroads, 
but brigadier general, and has been assigned to 
that particular duty. I learn that to be the fact 
from authentic sources. 

Mr. WILSON. Thatis substantially my state- 
ment. He is to have control of this foree—I mean 





railroad which the Government has contracted to | 
What other connection can it have? | 


From a source that satisfies | 


I want to know | 
; have veen oO e e. 
| have been of great use 

| companies was recently successful in carrying 


I do not know that he has |) 
been appointed a brigadier general of railroads. 


That is | 


| Kentucky, under General Buell. 
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not know that there are any engineer soldiers 
there now. I think I can hazard the declaration 
upon this flgor that, although there may be one 


or two of the regular engineer officers in that de- 


partment of the West, yet there is not a single 
regular engineer soldier there. That is a fact, sir. 

rhey have not had any engineer force there, 
and what was the result? The infantry force 


| was compelled to be used for the performance of 


the labor usually done by the engineer force, such 
as throwing up field works, bridges across streams, 
ere@ting fortifications, &c, Under the regulations 
of the Army, infantry soldiers employed on that 
work are allowed forty cents each per day extra 
pay. Inthe opinion which General Halleck gives 
me on this subject, he states that it will be more 
economical to have this volunteer @igineer organ- 
ization than to be compelled to pay the additional 
sum to infantry soldiers of forty cents per day 
each while they are employed on that work. 
3efore the opening of this Congress, certainly 


| before the opening of the present session, General 
| Lyon organized one company of sappers and 


miners, which are the same thing as the engineer 
corps. General Frémont organized a regiment of 
engineer soldiers in the western department, under 


| the sanction, | believe, of the War Department. It 
| was organized and raised after the adjournment 


of the last session of Congress. | understand that 


| four or five companies of an engineer regiment, or 
| a regiment of sappers and miners, raised in New 


York are now at Hilton Head or Port Royal, and. 
1 learn that one of those 


guns across a swampy Island, and establishing a 
powerful battery upon that island, so as to com- 
mand the navigation of the Savannah river, and 
to cut off the communications of Fort Pulaski. | 
also know that there is another regiment of engi- 
neers now stationed near this city, and which has 


| been doing duty in the field. My knowledge on 


this subject does not extend to the department of 
Ido not know 
whether there is an organization of that kind 
there or not, but I suppose there is. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I can answer 
that question. I will say, in regard to the division 
of General Buell in Kentucky, that he has a regi- 
ment of engineers. That regiment comes from 
Michigan, and are now engaged in Kentucky in 


| the work belonging to engineer soldiers, 


And I will say, with the permission of the gen- 
tleman, that | saw General Halleck at St. Louis 
a few days ago, and he told me that the passage 
of this bill was of the utmost importance in an 


the force provided for by thig bill, which is to be | 
used for the purpose of constructing this railway. 
Over this force and this road Mr. Stone, who has 
been appointed a brigadier general, is to preside 


economical point of view, as well as for other rea- 
sons. They want these engineer soldiers in all 
divisions of the Army for the purpose of enabling 
them to move rapidly through the country by 


men and officers in each company, as provided in 
the second section of the bill, will be one hun- 
dred and twenty-five, which, if the number of | 


brigades be one hundred and fifty, will give an 
entire number of nineteen thousand men; or, if 


the number of brigades be two hundred, as stated | 


by some gentlemen, it will give an aggregate in- 
crease of twenty-five thousand two hundred and 
twenty men. ‘There is, therefore, an attempt to 
increase the military force of the couytry now in 
service to this very large extent for some purpose. 
What that purpose may be, I cannot state upon 
any good authority or with certainty; but I can 
give my opinion. 

On the 24th day of January an act was passed 


Congress, authorizing the President of the | 


b 

United States to assume control of the telegraph 
and railroad lines in the United States. 
bill, a provision has been discovered which au- 
thorizes the President of the United States to ex- 
tend, repair, or complete railroads. Under that 
provision, the Government has, I understand, con- 
tracted for the extension of a railroad from Nich- 
olasville, Kentucky, to Knoxville, Tennessee, a 
distance, as I am informed, of some ove hundred 
and eighty miles. And lam not only informed 
that the contract has been made, but I am in- 
formed that a nomination has been sent to the Sen- 


ate of a gentleman by the name of Stone, as brig- || 


adier general of railroads. 


Now, sir, putting these facts together, when we 


find this bill introduced for the purpose of organ- 
izing a force of some cighteen to twenty-five thou- 
sand men, engineers, the inference we may fairly 
draw from these facts is that it is to this force 
the brigadier general of railroads is to look for his 
command. 


to be organized, if it has no connection with this 


In that || 


For what purpose, I ask, is this force | 


in a military capacity. There is another thing 
which confirms what I have already said. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I was not present 
| in the House when this question came up. It is 
a bill reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. It came up the first thing in 
order this morning, as the special order. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I understand the 
gentleman from Iowa to say that this bill is re- 
| ported for the purpose of organizing volunteer 





the railroad which has been spoken of. 

Mr. WILSON. I say that my belief is that 
| the force provided for in this bill 1s to be used for 
that purpose. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will say, in re- 
| sponse to that, that there is no foundation for that 
belief—none whatever. The first recommenda- 


eral Halleck, of Missouri. 
|| teer engineers, as is well known, was organized 


| in the State of Missouri immediately after the ad- | 


| journment of the last session of Congress. It was 
considered essential for the service in that quarter. 
I think, also, two or three independent companies 
| of pontoniers or engineer soldiers have been raised 


there, and put into the field. They were organ- | 


| ized because it was impossible to move the army 


across the country without having engineer sol- | 
diers to make roads, and to throw bridges across | 
Up to that time there was not an engi- | 


| Streams. 
| neer soldier in the whole western department. 
| ‘The same necessity exists in Kentucky. 


| engineer corps, to be used for the construction of | 


tion which came to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs in regard to this railroad, came from Gen- | 
A regiment of volun- | 


I do || ments now in the service. 


building bridges, roads, &c. He told me that 
these engineer soldiers are indispensably neces- 
sary. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 had no doubt that 


| there was such a corps of engineers with General 


Buell’s division of the army in Kentucky, but I 
did not know it in such a way as to enable me to 
state the fact with certainty. I know that the 
Government has given its sanction to these regt- 
ments, because | know that they are necessary to 
the efficiency of the service. So the gentleman 
from Iowa is misinformed, or misapprehends the 


| true state of the case. 


Mr. WILSON. The statement that the gen- 


| . . - 
| tleman has made has not changed my opinion of 


this bill. I do not charge, sir, that the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs have reported this bill for 
the purpose of organizing a force for the construc- 
tion of a railroad; but I do contend that the effect 
of this bill will be that the force raised under it 
will be used for that purpose. 

The gentleman speaks of volunteer regiments 
now in the service. I have no objection to that. 
I admit that they are of benefit to the service, and 
that such organizations are necessary, but no pro- 
vision of this bill, as originally introduced, had 
reference to them. The amendment reperted by 
the gentleman, I believe, on Monday last, had no 
provision in it concerning the officers and men now 
in the service as attached to the engineer corps, but 
it simply related to the organization of this addi- 
tional force. The President of the United Status 
is authorized to organize that additional force 
without taking a single man from any of the regi- 

He is to take them 
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from those not now engaged in the service of the | army has proceeded into the heart of a rebel coun- 


United States. 

Mr. Speaker, if it is necessary td have these or- 
ganizations, it was as necessary to have them in 
July last as it is now. Ourarmics have advanced 
and succes ssfully advanced on an extensive scale 
without these organizations. General Buell’s 
army has advanced. We learn by the dispatches 
this morning that General Curtis has reached Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas; General Grant has advanced 
to Nashville and taken possession of it. Allgthese 
things have been done without these organizations, 
except so far as the gentleman has mentioned the 
few companies now inthe service. He says that 
this labor has been performed by our troops. Very 
well. It haggbeen performed, and our armies have 
advanced, and itis not necessary to have this force 
organized, 

Now, sir, there is another provision of this bill 
which is worthy of attention, and that is, that it is 
not proposed to take these volunteer engineers into 


the service upon the same basis and subject to the || 


same conditions, as toterms of enlistment, as other 


volunteers are received. The provision of the first | 


section is this: 


“ Provided, That the services of these engineer volunteers 
shall be for such time as the President may direct, not ex 
ceeding three years, nor less than six months, and they shall 
be disbanded at the end of the present war.”’ 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will state to the 
gentleman that that is the very language of the 
bill under which we organized the whole volun- 
teer force now in service. Its language is also 
‘* not less than six months.’’ 


Mr. WILSON. I do not remember exactly the | 


language of that bill; but I was guided in my re- 


marks by the language of the proclamation of the | 


President. They were to be received for three 
years, unless sooner discharged. This bill pro- 


vides that these engineer volunteers may be re- | 


ceived for such time as the President may direct, 
provided the term shall not be less than six months, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
will look at the law which we passed at the extra 


seesion, he wiil find the identical language which | 
is contained in this bill, if my recollection is cor- | 


rect. 

Mr. WILSON. Even though that may be the 
case—and | am not clear in my recollection as to 
the precise language of the act of July, under 
which the volunteer force was organized—the 
soldiers have performed all the labor that will be 
required at the hands of this corps of engineers, 
exceptit may be that this force is intended to work 
upon that railroad. Now, we do know that steps 
have been taken by the Government, under the 
act of January 24th, to construct that road from 
Nicholasville to Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman will 
permit me to read the language of the act of July, 
under which the five hundred thousand volunteers 
were organized, It is this: 

** Provided, That the services of the volunteers shall be 
for such time as the President may direct, not exceeding 
three years nor less than six months, and they shall be dis 
banded at the end of the present war.”’ 

And that is the identical language of this bill. 

Mr. WILSON, 
ident organized agforee, and that force has per- 
formed all the labor which is necessary. Then, 
why this increase of force? I would like to know 
why this bill follows so quipkly upon the heel of 
this contract for constructing a road from Nich- 
olasville to Kaoxville, if it is not to be used in 
connection with the construction of that road? If 
not, for what purpose is itto be used? And I 
wish to ask the honorable chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs [Mr. Buair, of Mis- | 
souri] whether he can state to the House that it is | 


not the intention of the Government to use any 
portion of the force provided for in the bill in the 
construction of that railroad ? 

Mr.MALLORY. If the gentleman will allow 
me, | would like to make aremark just here. The 
gentleman from Lowa has asked why this engineer 


force is more necessary now, in reference to the | 


And under that act the Pres- | 








try, where the railroads are all broken up, where 
no bridges are left by the retreating army, and 
where every obstruction possible to be thrown 
upon the roads have been placed upon them; aud 
engineers in larger numbers than the President 
will get by this bill, will be required to repair those 
bridges and remove the obstructions upon the 
road as the army advances. 

Mr. WILSON. 
the gentleman from Kentucky being correct, I 
say that in no State of the Union have there been 
greater damages done to the railroads than in the 
State of Missouri. 

Mr. DIVEN. And the companies have re- 
paired those roads themselves. 


Mr. WILSON. The gentleman from New 


So far from the remarks of | 


York suggests @at the roads have been repaired | 
by the companies themselves. Atall events, they | 


have been repaired. 
tion have been broken up, and they have been 
repaired. The same is true in reference to the 
States of Kentucky, Virginia, and Maryland, 


Those lines of communica- | 


There the lines of communication were broken up | 


by the rebels. 

Mr. MALLORY. It is a fact well known to 
every gentleman upon this floor, and | suppose 
that it is in the knowledge of the gentleman from 
Iowa, that the advance of our army would have 


| been more rapid and more successful in Missouri 


and Kentucky if we had had a large corps of en- 
gineers accompanying our armies in those States, 
who could have repaired the injuries and removed 


the obstructions thrown in our way by the rebels 


in those States. 
Mr. WILSON. There has been no material 
delay in repairing the railroads in Missouri. The 


| communication has been kept open almost con- 
| stantly, and the army has done what the company | 


could not do. The work has all been performed, 
and otr armies have advanced far into the heart 
of the rebel States. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
will use this engineer force wherever it is wanted. 
Mr. WILSON. My question is, whether the 
gentleman can state to the House that no part of 


| the force provided for in this bill is to be used in 
constructing the railroad from Nicholasville, in | : s . 
; || others which he may be required to perform by 


Kentucky, to Knoxville, in Tennessee. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE: 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 


|| one of their clerks, announced that the Senate had 





quested. 
ENGINEER VOLUNTEERS—AGAIN. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will state to the 


gentleman from Iowa that 1 never heard of the | 


suggestion which he has made upon this floor to- 
day until it was made by him; and that such a 
thing never entered into my mind when I reported 
the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. I do not charge that the Mil- 
itary Committee intended any such thing. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will state to the 
gentleman what I stated to him the other day 
when I introduced the bill, and when he asked me 


The Government | 


| passed a bill entitled ** An act to increase the ef- | 
ficiency of the medical department of the Army,”’ || 
in which the concurrence of the House was re- 








| whether this bill was recommended by any De- | 


movements of our army, than it has been here- || 


tofore, in connection with the same matter Let 


me tell him that the army, up.to a short time | 


since, had advanced only through loyal States, | 
y _ 2 ’ 


where no railroads bad been destroyed, no bridges 
burned, and where all the railroads were in good 


repair, and where the transportation of troops and | 
munitions of war could be accomplished with ease | 


and without any labor of this kind. Butnow that 


il 


partment of the Government, I stated to him that 


| 1t was recommended by the fact that the Govern- 


ernment had sanctioned the organization of these | 


regiments heretofore; but that there had been ne 


| such suggestion made by the Government, or by 


any member of the Government, to any member 
of the committee. In the first place, the bill was 
introduced by my colleague from Missouri, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; and 


the committee acted upon the suggestions con- | 


tained in a letter received by me from General 
Halleck, and a letter from the colonel or lieutenant 
colonel of a regiment at Hilton Head, and upon 


_ information which I received from a visit to the 
| engineerregimentstationed here adjacentto Wash- 


ington, L never received any suggestion from any 
member of the Government in regard to this thing; 
but I suppose that if the Government would re- 


ceive into its service engineer volunteers, and em- | 


ploy them as such, it was the bounden duty of 
Congress to pay them as such. Therefore we 
went on and introduced a bill which would cover 
that case, and under which men who performed 
the services would be paid. 
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Mr. WILSON. The statement of the chairman 


of the Committee on Military Affairs amounts to 


this: that he cannot say to the House that this 


road. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Upon what ground 
does the gentleman assert that it is intended for 
eras purpose ? 

r. WILSON. I give it as my belief. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. And I give it as 
my belief that the gentleman is entirely misin- 
formed. 


ASSISTANT TREASURER’S OFFICE, NEW York. 
Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman from 


Jowa allow me to interrupt him a moment, in 
order to call up a bill which ought to be passed 
to-day? 

Mr. WILSON. I will yield. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the furtive 
consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 302) to pro- 
vide for the appointment of additional clerks jy 


| the office of the Assistant Treasurer at New York, 


and for other purposes. The necessity of the pas- 


sage of this bill arises from the fact that the allot- 
ment law goes into effect to-morrow, and soldiers 


| must be delayed in getting their money unless 


this bill be passed and sent to New York to-nichit. 
The by, which was read, authorizes the Assist- 
ant Treasurer of the United States at New York 


| to appoint, from time to time, by and with the 


consent and approbation of the Secretary of the 


| Treasury, such other clerks, messengers, and 


yatchmen, in addition to those already employed 
by him, as the exigencies of the public business 
may require, at rates of compensation to be fixed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury; provided such 
rates shall in no case exceed those now allowed by 


| law for the several persons similarly employed in 


the office of the Assistant Treasurer; that the As- 
sistant Treasurer be authorized to appoint, with 
the approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury, a 
competent person from among hisclerks, who shall 
be called the deputy assistant treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States. The deputy assistant treasurer, in ad- 
dition to the duties performed by him and any 


the Assistant Treasurer, is authorized to witness 
the execution of any and all transfers of Govern- 
ment stock and powers of attorney, and sign all 
receipts for patent fees and bullion receipts, with 
like effectasif the same were witnessed and signed, 
respectively, by the Assistant Treasurer in per- 
son. The deputy assistant treasurer is authorized 
to receive an additional compensation of $1,000 
a annum, to be paid out of any money in the 

reasury not otherwise appropriated; provided 
the total compensation received by him shall not 
exceed $3,000 per annum. And the sum of $2,500 
is appropriated, out of any money in the ‘T'reas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, for the purchase 
of blank checks for the use of the sub-Treasury. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I shall not object to the con- 
sideration of the bill provided I am permitted to 
make a motion to strike out the additional com- 
pensation of $1,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I do not object. 

There being no further objection, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


| bill, and it was brought before the House for con- 


sideration. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It does not seem that the 
duties and responsibilities of this position will 
necessarily be much increased. The bill simply 
assigns to a person already in the employment ot 
the Government other duties than those which he 
ordinarily performs, and there seems to be no 
reason why there should be this great increase of 
salary. I therefore offer the following amend- 


| ment; beginning at line fourteen, in section two, 


strike out the words: 


“ Said deputy assistant treasurer shall receive an addi- 
tional compensation of $1,000 per annum, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated - 
Provided, the total compensation received by him shall not 
exceed $3,000 per annum.”’ 


Mr. STEVENS. I will not occupy the time 


of the House by reading a communication from 
Mr. Cisco and other officers, saying that this busi- 
ness requires great additional labor, and that the 
present force there cannot do the work at all. 
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